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New Faces on City Council
Beginning in January, there will be two new faces on the City Council. Steve
Wolgamot and Jeff Ledermann were each elected to a four-year seat.
Steve has lived on Park Avenue with his wife Karen for
39 years. Daughter Megan lives in Birchwood with her
husband Mike and children Ryan and Kaili, and son
Doug lives in Mahtomedi with wife Christy, and
children Hailey and Lola. Steve has had a varied career in
engineering, law, transportation and manufacturing, and
is currently retired. He served on the Mahtomedi School
Board from 2000 to 2014 and has also served on the
MAEF Board. Steve also has served on the White Bear
Center for the Arts Board. Each year for the last 25 years
Steve Wolgamot
as part of the Memorial Day Parade, he has built a ﬂoat
with his neighbors. Steve’s highest priority is children — their safety, education,
growth, and independence. “This is a great community for children to grow up
in — the proof lies in how many of them return to raise their own kids.
Mahtomedi is a wonderful City, and I hope, working with the very able council
members and very competent staff, to help make it better.”
Jeff and his wife, Pam, and two daughters have lived in
Mahtomedi since 2000. He has a bachelor’s degree from
the University of Minnesota-Morris in biology and
secondary education and master’s degree from Hamline
University in environmental studies and education.
A former teacher and coach, Jeff has worked for over
25 years for the State of Minnesota as an environmental
education specialist, community planner and program
supervisor, including creating the Eco Experience at the
Minnesota State Fair. He has been involved in many
Jeff Ledermann
community activities, including co-founder of the
Mahtomedi Area Green Initiative (MAGI) and the St. Andrew’s Lutheran
Church Environmental Stewardship Team, and numerous Mahtomedi school
and athletic programs. Jeff enjoys hunting, ﬁshing and skiing of all kinds.
We welcome both Steve and Jeff to the City Council.
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Bob Goebel Appointed Public
Works Director
Longtime Mahtomedi
City employee Bob
Goebel was recently
appointed by the City
Council as the new Public
Works Director. Bob
served as the Lead
Maintenance Operator
since 2001. He succeeds
Bruce Thielen who
Bob Goebel
retired in July.
Bob started as a seasonal employee in
1990 and in 1995 was hired full-time.
With 27 years of Public Works
experience, Bob has an enormous
amount of institutional knowledge of
the City. Bob grew up in Mahtomedi
and loves the community and its
residents. “We have a great staff as well
as a very forward thinking City
Council. We are continuously
improving our services to residents,”
said Goebel.
Bob enjoys spending time at his house
in Ely, relaxing and spending time in
the outdoors. He spends as much time
hunting and ﬁshing as he can. Bob
is also the varsity coach for the
Mahtomedi trap and skeet teams which
keeps him busy in the spring and fall.
Bob is a 1988 graduate of Mahtomedi
High School, lives in Grant and has
been married 24 years to his high school
sweetheart Judy. They have three boys.

Halt the Salt

Announcements
Newsletter

For those of us that live in the colder
climates like Minnesota, winter time
and ice can prove to be anything
from a nuisance to a hazard. Between
snowstorms and deep freezes, we
often seek relief from salt to reduce
the dangers of ice and snow on our
driveways and sidewalks.

Due to the high readership of our City Newsletter, beginning in 2018, residents
will now receive a newsletter six times a year instead of quarterly. The following
is the new schedule:

While it’s essential to keep safe in the
wintertime, it’s important to note that
salt doesn’t just disappear when the
snow and ice eventually melts. Instead,
it can cause irreversible damage as it
washes into our lakes and streams, and
seeps into our groundwater supply.

Employee Recognition

Fortunately, you can help prevent salt
pollution by limiting the amount of
deicers you use on your driveways
and sidewalks. Try to avoid using salt
altogether, if possible. However, if
safety concerns require you to control
ice, consider following these simple
tips to limit salt use:
1. Shovel. In order to limit the
amount of deicer needed, try to
keep your driveway and walkways
free from snow when it ﬁrst falls.
2. Skip the salt if the pavement
temperature is below 15 degrees.
Most salts are not effective below
this temperature. Instead, use sand
for traction.
3. Use salt sparingly. Use no more
than one pound of salt for 250
square feet. One heaping coffee
mug is about one pound of salt and
250 square feet is roughly the size
of two parking spaces.
4. Adding extra salt does not mean
more melting. If salt or sand is
visible on dry pavement, it is no
longer working and will be washed
away. Sweep it up and use it
somewhere else or throw it away.
5. Tell a neighbor! They may be
over-salting too.

•
•
•

January/February
March/April
May/June

•
•
•

July/August
September /October
November/December

In 2017, the City Council recognized the following City of Mahtomedi
employees for their years of dedicated service to the community:
—————— Fire Department Staff ——————
Peter Scholl
Jake Tschida
Brian Edberg
10 years
15 years
35 years

Public Open House
Lake Links Trail Segments in Mahtomedi and Dellwood
Wednesday, January 10, 2018 | 6:00 p.m. – 7:45 p.m.
Mahtomedi District Education Center, Community Room 103
1520 Mahtomedi Avenue, Mahtomedi MN 55115
In 2017, the Minnesota Legislature funded preliminary schematic
design of the Lake Links Trail segments within Mahtomedi and
Dellwood. The segments include the Hwy 244 corridor from
Birchwood Road to Hwy 96, and Birchwood Road from Hwy 244
to the Birchwood Village/Mahtomedi boundary. Completing these
segments will provide improved local connector trails envisioned as
part of a comprehensive trail plan master plan that was developed in
the early 2000’s.
Please join us at this open house to see
proposed trail alignment options for these
trail segments and provide feedback.

Winter Skating Party
Sunday, January 21, 2018, 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Location: ice rink located behind the District
Education Center — 1520 Mahtomedi Avenue
(In case of inclement weather, it will be held on January 28)
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Come and join the outdoor fun at the 23rd annual skating party.
Enjoy the warmth of a roaring ﬁre, a hot beverage and other fun
activities including hay wagon rides. This is a free community
activity brought to you by the Mahtomedi Parks Commission and
Mahtomedi School District 832. Hope to see you there!

Home Energy Squad Brings Energy and Cost Savings to
Mahtomedi Residents
A Visit from the Squad is an Easy Way to
Make a Home More Energy Efficient
Mahtomedi residents looking to save energy and money
have a simple option to make their homes more comfortable
and energy efﬁcient thanks to a collaboration between Xcel
Energy and the City of Mahtomedi.
Home Energy Squad offers a customized and convenient
way for you to make energy-related improvements to your
home. The visit includes free installation of materials such as
LED bulbs, programmable or smart thermostats, door and
attic hatch weather stripping, high-efﬁciency showerhead
and faucet aerators, and water heater insulation, temperature
assessment and adjustment.

The cost of a Home Energy Squad visit is $70 for basic
installations, or $100 for an enhanced energy audit. The
program also has options available at no cost for incomequaliﬁed participants. For the basic visit, the materials and
products installed are estimated to be worth as much as $200.
During an enhanced visit, valued at over $600, technicians
will also perform a blower door and thermal image test to
check for possible air leaks, a visual inspection of insulation
levels, heating system and water heater combustion safety
tests, and carbon monoxide checks.
After the visit, you will receive a report with
recommendations for additional energy saving opportunities,
and information about ﬁnancing and rebates available.You
will also be connected to the Energy Advisor Service to
help you follow through on next steps, including identifying
contractors to perform recommended work.
As part of its Energy Action Plan, developed in collaboration
with Xcel Energy’s Partners in Energy, Mahtomedi set a goal
of reducing residential energy use by 1.6 percent annually.
The City hopes to jump start its progress by signing up 250
households for Home Energy Squad visits over the next year.
According to City Administrator Scott Neilson, “This is a
great opportunity for residents to save money on energy
costs and for the City to meet our energy reduction goals.”
Take advantage of this great opportunity by signing up today!
Interested Xcel Energy customers should call 866-222-4595
or visit HomeEnergySquad.net to make an appointment.
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2018 RITE of Spring Event
The 12th Annual RITE of Spring
(Really Into the Earth) event is
tentatively scheduled to be held on
Saturday, April 28, 2018. Please
watch for information on the City’s
website. The March/April newsletter
will provide a complete schedule and
event information.

Rebate Program for Water Conservation
There is still time to get your rebate! As part of the City of
Mahtomedi’s Water Conservation Program, the City is offering
$50.00 rebates to Mahtomedi Water Utility Households replacing
washing machines or toilets. Residents can bring in their original
purchase receipts and documentation of applicable required
certiﬁcations (i.e. user manual) and get a $50.00 check. Toilets must be labeled Water
Sense Certiﬁed and use 1.28 gallons per ﬂush. Washing machines must be Energy
Star-Qualiﬁed High Efﬁciency Certiﬁed. Rebates are available on a ﬁrst come ﬁrst
serve basis and funds are available until they are gone. One rebate check per household
and the City will accept original receipts for toilet or washing machines purchased in
the last six months.
Forms are available on the City’s website at www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us. For more
information, contact City Hall at 651-426-3344.

A BIG Thank You for Extra
Efforts in Recycling!!
The City would like to send a special
thank you to the Fitzsimmons
Family on Hickory Street and
the Ramsay Family on Wildridge
Road for their extra efforts in
recycling. Keep up the good work!!
For their extra effort, these families
may stop in at City Hall and pick
up a free Reduce, Reuse, Recycle water
bottle. We will pick two families to
acknowledge every two months.

Did You Know?
Water is also used to cool the power
plants that generate the electricity
we use every day. So every time your
television, computer or lights use
energy, water is being used up too. In
fact, it takes 3,000 to 6,000 gallons of
water to power one light bulb left on
12 hours a day for a year. Turn out the
lights and save both water and energy!

Protect the Sewer — Protect the
Environment — Don’t FLUSH That!
Why Pay Attention to What Goes in the Sewer? Sewers are designed to take human
waste and transport it to the wastewater treatment plant. When items other than
human waste get ﬂushed, problems can occur. Items that won’t be able to be treated
in the wastewater system or that clog the wastewater system cause your community’s
wastewater treatment facility to spend more money and energy. Keeping solids and
other items out of the wastewater system keeps costs lower and less of a chance of
sewage backups. Items that belong in the solid waste or garbage should never be
ﬂushed down the wastewater system. Why you SHOULD care: sewer blockages
can cause the following:
•

Plugged and overﬂowing toilets

•

Poorly draining sinks and showers

•

Raw sewage backing up through your drain

•

Manholes overﬂowing onto the ground or into nearby waters

•

Health hazards and odors

•

Increase in City’s maintenance costs

•

Increase in homeowner’s repair and maintenance costs

Don’t Flush That! The following can clog the sewer:
•

Paper towels

•

Dental ﬂoss

•

Wipes — even “ﬂushable” ones

•

Shop rags

•

Paper rags or cloth

•

Cigarette butts

•

Plastic

•

Latex gloves

•

Feminine hygiene products

•

Needles

•

Diapers

•

Tissues

•

Mop heads

•

Grease, fats, cooking oils

Reprinted from Minnesota Rural Water Association Fall 2017 Issue

Finance Department News
City Council Approves Final 2018 Budgets, Tax Levy and
Fee Schedule
This newsletter article will summarize the Final 2018 Budgets and City Property
Tax Levy.
On December 5, 2017, the Mahtomedi City Council approved the 2018 General Fund,
Park Fund and Utility Fund Budgets. The Final 2018 General Fund Operating Budget
was approved at $5,490,522 (0.02% decrease from 2017). The Final City Tax Levy was
approved at $4,094,890 (0.52% decrease from 2017). The budget includes a decrease in
the debt service levy of $59,547 (4.94% decrease from 2017).
The Park Fund Budget has planned
expenditures of $380,000. The budget
includes the Street Car trail extension
from Stillwater Road to Hickory Street.

Contingency
(3.20%)

The Utility Fund Budget’s include the
Water Fund of $1,383,852 (12.88%
increase) this increase is primarily due
to the meter replacement program,
Sewer Fund of $1,234,103 (6.16%
increase) and the Storm Water Fund
of $735,889 (108.76% increase)
this increase is primarily due to the
Edgecumbe Drive and White Bear
Lake outlet improvements of $355,000.
The graph to the right shows the
percentage of each tax dollar by
government function/program.

Fixed Asset
Replacement
(6.60%)

General
Government
(19.80%)
Debt
Service
(20.90%)

Public
Safety
(29.60%)

Parks
(7.60%)
Public
Works
(12.30%)

Public Works Department News
Winter Parking Regulations
•
•
•

On street parking is not allowed in the City of Mahtomedi between the
hours of 1:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. between November 1st and April 1st
No parking is allowed on any public street when the snow depth exceeds
3” until all streets are fully cleaned
Residents who violate the ordinance may be ticketed and/or have their
vehicle towed. Be sure to inform relatives or guests who may visit your home
about the winter parking restrictions so they can avoid being cited or towed.
Questions about the winter parking regulations or snow and ice control
procedures may be directed to the Public Works Department at 651-773-9730

Snow Pushing Notice
Minnesota Statute 160.2715 advises that pushing/blowing snow from driveways
and sidewalks onto public roads may be punishable as a misdemeanor. Snow
dumped on roadways creates a real hazard to passing motorists which can cause
serious accidents. Even heavy snowplows have been damaged when hitting
compacted and frozen snow deposited on the roadways. Because the practice is
illegal to begin with, the person depositing the snow, as the prime cause of any
accident, may also ﬁnd him/herself faced with civil liability lawsuits.

Salt Instead Salt/Sand Mixture
The City has eliminated the use
of sand in its daily winter road
maintenance operations, for a couple
of reasons. First, while sand can help
provide traction over existing ice, it
does not actually melt ice or prevent
its formation. Second, much of the
sand applied to streets, parking lots,
and sidewalks eventually washes into
the nearest waterway, where it can
ﬁll wetlands, lakes, and creeks, or
obstruct the ﬂow of water through
storm sewers. The City will still keep
a small amount of sand on hand for
instances when immediate traction is
needed (such as ice storms) or when
temperatures are too low for salt to
be effective.
Please contact the Public Works
Department at 651-773-9730 if you
have any questions or concerns. We
wish everyone a happy and safe winter!

Frozen Pipes at Home
Home owners should know that frozen
water service lines may be an issue
during the winter months. In the past
couple years several water service lines
froze in Mahtomedi. Homeowners
are responsible for the entire water
service line from the House to the
Water Main.
If you have any questions about your
water service, please contact Public
Works at 651-773-9730.

Attention Mahtomedi Utility
Customers
FREE Bill Pay Service
To view or pay utility bills, go to
www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us or call
877-885-7968. Pay now, schedule a
payment or set up Auto-Pay. An email
will be sent to you when your bill
is ready. You may pay by credit card
(MasterCard, Visa or Discover) or
eCheck (payment from your checking or
savings account). Please opt out of paper
bills to help save money and be GREEN.

We urge you, as good neighbors and motorists yourselves, not to add to the
hazards of winter time driving in this way.
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Mahtomedi Garden Club — 2018
Community Beautification Grants
The Mahtomedi Garden Club is
once again pleased to offer grants for
garden-related projects in public areas
of Mahtomedi, Willernie and adjacent
communities. These funds are available
because of the generous member and
community support of our annual
Plant Sale, Garden Tour and February
Outreach Events. Project proposals
are due April 1, 2018. Find further
information and application forms at:
www.mahtomedigardenclub.org.

Fire Department News
Dig Out Your Fire Hydrants
Remember that when the snow ﬂies, the ﬁre hydrants get buried. Please take
some time to dig out the hydrants on your property or close to your home.
Hydrants buried in snow may not be visible and precious time could be lost,
while trying to save your family or property.

Freeze Out Winter Fires
Did you know? Most home ﬁres occur in the winter and peak in January. Each
year in the United States more than $2 billion in property loss is due to winter
home ﬁres.
•
•

Help us Grow a
Blooming Community!

•
•
•

Keep all doors and windows that could be used for an escape route clear of
snow and ice.
Keep all vents — ﬁreplace, dryer, furnace and oven — clear of snow, ice
and debris.
Never use a blow torch to thaw frozen pipes.
Use ﬂashlights, not candles, if you lose power.
Keep anything that can burn at least three feet from heat sources; do not
use your oven to heat your home.

Thank You Adopt-a-Park Volunteers!
The City of Mahtomedi would like to thank all of its 2017 Adopt-a-Park
Volunteers. The following individuals, families or organizations have worked
hard to assist the City with maintaining the beautiful Mahtomedi parks:
•
•
•
•
•

Neighbors of Chautauqua Park
Mahtomedi Girl Scouts – Katherine Abbott
Liebel Family – Street Car Park
Kramer-Berg American Legion Auxiliary – Triangle Park
Wildwood Lions Club – Wildwood Park

The City would also like to extend its gratitude to the Mahtomedi Garden Club
for their wonderful contribution in beautifying the City with plantings.
Additional volunteers are always welcome for the many parks and trails within
the City. Call City Hall at 651-426-3344 for more information.
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Mahtomedi: A “Small Town” City
...Close knit small town atmosphere. Residents have strong
connections with each other and take pride in the community.
By working together to maintain the small town atmosphere,
residents, business and community leaders have created a safe
environment in which to live, work and learn.
...Natural Resources. The abundance of bodies of water,
vegetation and nature areas create a natural setting for
City parks for residents to enjoy.
...Excellent Education. The educational system and educational
opportunities provided in cooperation with the Mahtomedi
School District and Community Education creates an informed
community.
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...Location. Located on the east shore of White Bear Lake, within
twenty minutes of Minneapolis and St. Paul with direct access
to Interstate 694 provide residents and businesses with a place
to call home.
...History. The history of the Chautauqua Association, Wildwood
Amusement Park, cottages, street cars and summer resorts have
contributed to the historical signiﬁcance of the community.
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