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Discounted Home Energy Squad®
Visits Are Still Available!
Thanks to a collaboration
between Xcel Energy and the
City of Mahtomedi, Home
Energy Squad® visits are
discounted for Mahtomedi
residents. Since the beginning of
this year, 34 residents have taken
advantage of this great service.
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Community News
Arbor Day
The Mahtomedi Parks Commission
planted a white oak tree at Veteran’s
Memorial Park (formerly known as
Triangle Park) on May 16, 2018 for
the City’s Annual Arbor Day Tree
Planting.

Home Energy Squad helps residents save energy and money by offering a
customized and convenient way for you to make energy-related improvements
to your home. The visit includes free installation of materials such as LED
bulbs, programmable thermostat, door and attic hatch weather stripping,
high-efficiency showerhead, faucet aerators, and water heater insulation,
temperature assessment and adjustment. When you sign up, you may also choose
an insulation inspection, blower door and thermal image test to help identify
additional energy efficiency opportunities. Following the visit, you will receive
a customized report, and energy advisors are available to assist with next steps.
Only a limited number of discounted visits are left for Mahtomedi
residents, so reserve your spot today! Call 866-222-4595 or visit
HomeEnergySquad.net to make an appointment.

Watering Restrictions
From May 1 to September 30 the use of the City water supply system for lawn
and garden sprinkling, irrigation, or other non-potable uses is prohibited
between the hours of 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. and is limited to an
odd-even schedule corresponding to the property address. During this time
residents with even-numbered addresses may water only on even-numbered days
and residents with odd-numbered addresses may water only on odd-numbered
days. It should be noted that the watering restriction does not apply to activities
such as washing your vehicle on a Saturday afternoon. Even so, if you can wash
your car in the evening or morning, it will help conserve water. It is also wise to
have a spray nozzle on the hose while washing the vehicle to minimize the water
that flows into the storm sewers.

Park Commissioners Fischer, Metz,
Charlesworth, Lindberg and Public
Works Director Goebel

Finance
Moody’s Investors Service
Reaffirms Aa2 Rating
Moody’s Investors Services has
assigned an Aa2 to the City of
Mahtomedi’s $6.715 million General
Obligation Bonds, Series 2018A.
Concurrently, Moody’s maintains
the Aa2 rating on the City’s existing
debt. This is the third highest rating
a City can receive from Moody’s.
The Aa2 rating is considered a High
grade investment allowing the City to
receive lower interest rate bids.
(continued on right)

Public Works Department News
New Storm Water Treatment
Devices
In partnership with the Rice Creek
Watershed District, the City of
Mahtomedi will be installing two
new storm water treatment devices
during the summer of 2018. Each
of these devices is a speciallymanufactured filtration manhole that
removes sediment from the storm
water that flows through the storm
sewer pipe before the storm water
reaches downstream ponds and lakes.
Pollutants such as liquid exhaust
from cars, soaps from car-washing,
or fertilizers from lawn care typically
become trapped with or stuck to the
sediment particles within storm water.
These chemical pollutants attached to
sediment particles are then removed in
these filtration devices. When filtration
devices become filled with polluted
sediment, the City of Mahtomedi
Public Works staff will be on site to
remove this sediment and dispose of
it as solid waste. One of the treatment
devices, a filtration device called a
Hydrodynamic Separator, will be
installed along Wildwood Beach Road
next to the Willernie Beach property.
This device will treat storm water
before it is discharged into White Bear
Lake. The other treatment device,
called a Jellyfish Filter, will be installed
along Edgecumbe Drive upstream of
where a new storm sewer pipe will
discharge into a drainage ditch.
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Finance (continued from left column)
Summary of Bond Details
Projects included for funding from the 2018A Bond issue include Phase III
of the Historic District Improvements, Edgecumbe Drive Storm Drainage,
Briarwood Area Improvements, Quail Street Utility Extension, Hickory Street
Improvements, Sanitary Sewer Lining Program, Glenmar Area Drainage and
Echo Lake Area Improvements.
The Sale of the 2018A bonds was approved on May 15th. The winning bid
was provided by Baird (Milwaukee, WI). The True Interest Cost for the
$6,715,000 General Obligation Improvement and Utility Revenue Bonds, Series
2018A is 2.8412%.

2019 Budget Calendar
The following is the meeting calendar for the 2019 budget:
June 5, 2018

City Council Approval of Budget Instructions

June 15, 2018

Forms Distributed to All Department Heads

June 15, 2018 –
July 6, 2018

Department Heads Prepare Budgets and Background
Material

July 9, 2018

Department Heads Submit Budget Requests to City
Administrator and Finance Director

July 9, 2018 –
July 17, 2018

City Administrator and Finance Director review Department
Budgets and Confer with Departments

July 17, 2018

City Council Sets Public Hearing Date for Levy Certification on
September 4, 2018

July 18, 2018 –
August 2, 2018

City Administrator Budget is drafted for Presentation to
the Finance Commission and City Council

August 6, 2018

Joint Finance Commission and City Council Meeting for
Department Head Review, Parks Fund Balance Policy &
Preliminary Parks Capital Improvement Plan

August 10, 2018

Finance Director completes Preliminary Revenue Estimates

August 10, 2018

Washington County distributes property tax revenue estimates
and notifies City of dates available that have not been chosen
by the County and School Districts for Budget Hearings

August 21, 2018

Joint Finance Commission and City Council Meeting to Review
General Fund, Special Revenue, Building and Equipment
Replacement and Utility Funds and Preliminary Capital
Improvement Plan

September 18, 2018 City Council approves Preliminary General Fund Budget,
Proposed Levy for Certification to Washington County and dates
of Budget Hearings
October 16, 2018

Joint Finance Commission and City Council Meeting to Review
Capital Improvement Plan and Fee Schedule

November 5, 2018

Capital Improvement Plan Public Hearing

Mid-November

Truth in Taxation Notices and Public Hearings Schedule
distributed by County

December 4, 2018

Public Hearing for Budget and Levy Consideration at City
Council Meeting

Mid-December

Continuation Hearing, Approval of Budget and Certification of
Property Tax Levy for submission to County

Late December

Finance Director Submits final levy to County and prepares Final
Budget Document

Community News (continued from front page)
Veteran’s Memorial Park
At the May 15, 2018 City Council Meeting,
the City Council approved an Ordinance
renaming Triangle Park to Veteran’s Memorial
Park. The Park Commission recommended
the name change, and the City in the last
year completed improvements in the park
which enhanced access to and centralized the
existing Veteran’s Memorial.

Farmers Market
The 9th annual Mahtomedi Area Farmers’ Market
began in June and the market will take place
every Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. through
September 22 at Veteran’s Memorial Park (formerly
known as Triangle Park). The market features local
growers, producers and local artisans. If you are
interested in participating in the Farmers Market,
email mahtomarket@gmail.com.

Public Works Department News
(continued from left column)

Storm Sewers Are Not For Grass
Clippings!
Please mow your lawn AWAY from
the street so your grass clippings do
not end up in the City’s storm sewers.
The storm sewers are not designed
to handle leaves and grass clippings
from residences. This extra material
may cause back-ups which could
result in flooding. Save the City and
yourself problems and money by being
responsible and mowing your lawn
AWAY from the street. Let’s set a
good example to show our children
that protecting the environment is
important.

Volunteer For Mahtomedi Advisory Commissions
The City of Mahtomedi is accepting applications from residents interested
in serving on its advisory commissions. The commissions serve as advisory
bodies making recommendations within their areas of responsibility to the City
Council. Openings exist on the Environmental, Finance and Park Commissions.
The duties and functions of the Commissions are the following:
Environmental Commission – The Environmental Commission prepares
and recommends to the City Council such plans, programs, and reports as may
be directed or generally desired by the City Council, and assist the City Council
in identifying and establishing environmental, greening, and sustainable practice
initiatives for the promotion and preservation of the City’s air, water, land,
energy, and other natural resources. The Commission meets on the second
Monday of the month.
Finance Commission – The Finance Commission advises and makes
recommendations to the City Council on financial matters affecting the City
and its taxpayers. This includes reviewing the City’s annual operating budget,
capital improvement plan budget, financial modeling to provide decision support
for City finance issues and projects, and examining Tax Increment Financing
(TIF) issues. The Commission meets approximately four times a year during the
budget process and as needed.
Park Commission – The Park Commission advises and makes
recommendations to the City Council on park, trail, and open space matters.
The Commission meets on the third Wednesday of the month.
If you are interested in serving the community in any of these capacities, please
contact City Hall at 651-426-3344 for an application form. Applications are also
available on the City’s website at www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us.

Mahtomedi Water Meter
Replacement Program Begins
The City of Mahtomedi Public
Works Department has begun
replacing water meters throughout
the city. The new meters are more
efficient and are able to be read
remotely. When you receive your
replacement letter please call City
Hall at 651-426-3344 to schedule a
convenient time to have your new
meter installed, installation should take
no more than 30 minutes. If you have
any questions please contact Public
Works at 651-773-9730.
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Weeds are the ultimate summer battle for homeowners. According to the U.S. National
Wildlife Federation, the average suburban lawn receives 10 times as much chemical
pesticide per acre as farmland to fight weeds. Despite dominating weeds, chemicals filter
into groundwater, negatively impacting humans, animals, and soil health. Weeds can be
managed without the use of chemicals with a little planning. Establishing good soil health
is a top priority. By applying compost and aerating your lawn to allow for circulation of
nutrients, an ideal soil pH can be achieved. Smart mowing practices such as cutting grass
to a height of 2.5 to 3.5 inches and leaving grass clippings on the lawn to decompose
helps the lawn out-compete weeds. In gardens, weed control amounts to smart design.
Plants should be placed close together, empty places limited, and varying plant heights
used. Ground covers are smart options to stifle weed growth. Other practices include
chopping off weed heads with scissors or a mower before seeds are dropped and pulling
out the entire root system of the plant when weeding. With planning and intention,
beautiful lawns and gardens are possible without harmful chemicals.

Ways to Plan a Green Get-together
Courtesy of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
Summer is the season of outdoor block parties and barbecues. No matter what kind of
get-together you’re planning, there are a few simple ways to make it greener.
BYOP (bring your own plate) - Provide reusable or compostable plates, cups,
silverware and linens, or ask your guests to help contribute dishware! Using reusable and
washable items is always the best choice whenever feasible.
Ditch the balloons - Consider buying an alternative decoration (like native flowers)!
Try to decorate only with items that could be reused, recycled or composted, instead of
thrown in the trash at the end of the night.
Drink up - If you provide separate recycling containers for empty cans and bottles, you
can go one step further by buying bulk-size containers and asking guests to bring reusable
cups or mugs.
Bzzzzzzzzz - Mosquitoes can make or break an outdoor party, but there are surprisingly
effective ways of managing them without breaking out the DEET. The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has approved eucalyptus oil as an effective
mosquito repellent. A recent study showed that a mixture of 32% lemon eucalyptus oil
gave more than 95% protection against mosquitoes for three hours. Just mix one part
lemon eucalyptus oil to 10 parts sunflower oil or witch hazel. (Not recommended on
children under 3 years old).

Recycling
Information
Recycling is collected every other
Monday. Your cart must be at your
collection point by 6:00 a.m. on your
collection day. Set your cart at the
curb with the front facing the street
and the wheels facing your house.
The automated trucks cannot service
containers set out backwards. Leave at
least 2’ from any obstructions.

A BIG Thank You for Extra
Efforts in Recycling!!
The City would like to send a
special thank you to the Hustings
Family on Hickory Street and the
Peterson Family on Ideal Avenue
for their extra efforts in recycling.
Keep up the good work!! For their
extra effort, these families may stop in
at City Hall and pick up a free Reduce,
Reuse, Recycle water bottle. Each
quarter we will pick two families to
acknowledge.

PUBLISHED BY THE CITY OF MAHTOMEDI AND THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

Managing Weeds Without Chemicals

GREEN TALK — ENVIRONMENT • GREENING • SUSTAINABLE INITIATIVES | JULY–AUGUST 2018

ee

gr talkn

PUBLISHED BY THE CITY OF MAHTOMEDI AND THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
GREEN TALK — ENVIRONMENT • GREENING • SUSTAINABLE INITIATIVES | JULY–AUGUST 2018

Mahtomedi Residents Can View
Bills & Pay Online

Monarch Butterflies

The City of Mahtomedi has a
service—Online Billing and Payments.
Utility customers are able to view
their bills online, saving the City the
cost of printing and mailing bills. Now,
customers participating in online
billing receive emails when their bills
are ready for viewing. They simply
click through and the bill appears with
all the information they would have
received on a paper bill. Currently, the
City spends 28¢ in postage to mail an
average bill to a customer. Add to that
costs for paper, upkeep on printing
equipment, labor—it is costly. The
cost to post a bill for online viewing
is about a penny. It is just one way
we are holding down costs for our
customers.

Courtesy Aislyn Keyes at Monarch Joint Venture

We would like our customers to
view their bills online and opt out
of receiving paper bills to help us
reduce costs. However, if they prefer
to have paper bills sent, they can still
go online—or even call—to pay
their utility bills. When they call or
go online to pay, the payments post
to our software, saving time and
eliminating manual input errors.
Another benefit is that up-to-date
amounts due are posted to the website
daily, so customers can know how
much they owe by simply going
online.
Customers can pay from the comfort
of their homes, seven days a week,
24 hours a day. They can log onto
www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us. They
can also call a toll-free automated
phone payment service to pay
(877-885-7968). Our customers can
pay by credit or debit card as well as
making an electronic payment from
checking or savings. Residents can set
up Auto-Pay and not have to worry
about making payments each quarterly
billing. Auto-payments can be for the
amount of the bill or a set budgeted
amount.
Of course, online billing and payments
are a Green initiative as well. “It’s great
to do something that benefits our
residents while at the same time being
kinder to the environment.”
(continued on right)

The monarch migration is one of nature’s most spectacular events. Much as birds
migrate to take advantage of resources available across a large landscape, North
American monarchs travel up to an astonishing 3,000 miles in an annual migration
from their summer breeding habitat to overwintering grounds.
During the summer breeding season, eastern monarchs spread across the eastern U.S.
and into southern Canada, laying eggs on milkweed plants. Western monarchs make use
of milkweeds across the western states, primarily west and south of the Rockies, and
into southwestern Canada.
Upon hatching, monarch
caterpillars require milkweed to
grow and develop into butterflies,
and they feed on many of the
over 100 species of milkweed
native to North America.
These plants, key to monarch
survival, are found along roads
and highways; in yards, parks,
and gardens; in old fields; and in
pristine native prairies and other
natural habitats. In addition to the
important role that milkweeds play in the lives of monarchs, they are valuable nectar
resources for a diverse suite of bees and butterflies. Enhancing monarch habitat with
native milkweed and nectar plants will thus benefit many important pollinators.
Unfortunately, the North American monarch population has severely declined.
Habitat loss, pesticides, disease, climate change, predators, extreme weather, and other
anthropogenic factors all threaten monarchs. Since the late 1990’s both the eastern and
western overwintering populations have declined by over 70%. Recent research suggests
that the population will not be viable unless appropriate measures are taken to build the
population to a more sustainable level. (Semmens et. al 2016).
Creating habitat for monarchs is one of the most important actions we can take to help
stabilize their numbers. From sprawling prairies to backyard gardens, projects scattered
across the landscape provide a network of crucial habitat for monarchs.
There are a number of resources available to start your habitat project or to get involved
in other ways! Visit monarchjointventure.org for more information.
Are you already contributing to monarch conservation or looking for projects near you?
Explore Monarch Joint Venture’s Monarch Conservation Efforts Map to connect with
local, regional, and national efforts!

Bills & Pay Online (continued)
Security of online information is always a concern, so when the City looked for a
company to provide online bills and payments, that was a top consideration. They
chose Payment Service Network (PSN) which has attained Level 1 Certification by
the Payment Card Industry – Data Security Standard (PCI-DSS), the highest degree
of security awarded by the industry. PSN specializes in providing billing, payment and
communication services to utility companies and municipalities. The company was a
pioneer in the online payment industry and is based in Madison, Wisconsin.
To register for online billing, residents can go to www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us and click
on the View Bill link. If residents have any questions, they can call PSN’s HELP line,
toll free at 1-866-917-7368. The customer service representatives at PSN can make a
payment for you, set up Auto-Pay, help you make a payment online and any answer any
question you may have.

Long Lake Road Has Been
Adopted by FedEx Ground
Over the last several years the employees
at FedEx Ground have been setting a
day aside from their busy schedules to
help clean up the right of way and center
median along Long Lake Road. Many
of the employees also walk this stretch of
road during their lunch break and pick
up trash as well. In April they approached
the City of Mahtomedi to formally
adopt Long Lake Road. The city would
like to take this opportunity to thank
the employees of FedEx Ground for all
their efforts in beautifying this entryway
into the City of Mahtomedi. In the
coming weeks you will see signage being
installed thanking them for their efforts.

Fire Department News
Campfire Safety
•
•
•
•
•

Use a fire ring and build your fire at least five feet
away from any combustible material.
Keep a bucket of water nearby to put out the fire.
Keep a kid-free zone of three feet around the
campfire.
Never leave your campfire unattended.
Check burning restrictions with the DNR before
starting your campfire.

Did you know?
• Approximately 98 percent of wildfires in Minnesota are caused by humans.
• Smokey Bear was created in 1944 and reminds us that “Only You Can
Prevent Wildfires.”
• More than 50 wildfires are started each year in Minnesota by campfires that
are not completely extinguished, too large or unattended

Grilling Safety
•
•
•
•
•
•

Elections
State Primary Election – August 14, 2018
State General Election – November 8, 2018

The City of Mahtomedi will be holding
the State Primary Election on Tuesday,
August 14, 2018 and the State General
Election on Tuesday, November 8, 2018.

Never use a grill indoors and don’t leave it unattended.
When lighting a grill, keep the top open. If it does not light in the first
several attempts, wait five minutes before trying again.
Check the grill’s tubes and hoses before using a grill that has not been used
in a while.
Keep your grill clean.
When grilling, place the grill away from your home, deck railings and out
from under eaves.
Grilling is not permitted on apartment decks or patios.

Did you know?
• July is the peak month for U.S. home fires.
• Most grill fires start because something that could burn was too close to
the grill.
• Most home fires involving grills are started by gas grills, not charcoal grills.
• You should check the gas tank hose on propane grills for leaks before using
them for the first time.
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Mahtomedi: A “Small Town” City
...Close knit small town atmosphere. Residents have strong
connections with each other and take pride in the community.
By working together to maintain the small town atmosphere,
residents, business and community leaders have created a safe
environment in which to live, work and learn.
...Natural Resources. The abundance of bodies of water,
vegetation and nature areas create a natural setting for
City parks for residents to enjoy.
...Excellent Education. The educational system and educational
opportunities provided in cooperation with the Mahtomedi
School District and Community Education creates an informed
community.

E C RW S S
P O S TA L C U S T O M E R

...Location. Located on the east shore of White Bear Lake, within
twenty minutes of Minneapolis and St. Paul with direct access
to Interstate 694 provide residents and businesses with a place
to call home.
...History. The history of the Chautauqua Association, Wildwood
Amusement Park, cottages, street cars and summer resorts have
contributed to the historical significance of the community.

P r i n t e d o n re c y c l e d p a p e r.

