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Make Your Home Warm and Cozy for Winter
with a Home Energy Squad® Visit
Winter is on its way and you do not have to experience another
year of throwing your money away due to energy inefficiencies in
your home. Before the New Year, resolve to improve your home
and make it warm, cozy, and efficient for the winter ahead.
There are plenty of simple “do-it-yourself ” tactics to make a
dent on cold weather energy waste and improve comfort:
• Apply plastic treatments on drafty windows.
• Use rope caulk to seal up larger gaps around your
window frames.
• Close the damper on your wood burning fireplace when
not in use.
• Install foam gasket seals behind electrical outlets and
switches on exterior walls.
For Mahtomedi homeowners seeking a bigger impact, call in
the pros by scheduling a Home Energy Squad visit. Home Energy
Squad is an energy conservation program provided by Xcel
Energy and CenterPoint Energy to help homeowners save
energy and money.
The City of Mahtomedi is offering a half-off discount for its
residents. For only $50, a team of energy experts will come to
your home, evaluate your energy savings opportunities, and
install free energy-saving materials such as LED bulbs, door
and attic hatch weather stripping, high-efficiency showerhead,
faucet aerators, and a programmable thermostat. If adding a smart
thermostat is on your to-do list, they can be installed during your
appointment for an additional fee.
Tami, a Mahtomedi resident, learned that she could get a Home
Energy Squad visit for her townhome to jumpstart her energy
savings and home comfort. She signed up for her half-off visit,
and has been happy with the results. In addition to installing
many of the materials described above, the Home Energy
Squad provided a customized report with additional energy and
comfort-related recommendations and help with next steps.

Shortly after her visit, Tami used rebates she learned about
through Home Energy Squad to purchase a discounted Ecobee
thermostat. The thermostat helps her control the comfort of
her home from her mobile device — perfect for winter! Since
the visit, Tami has let others within her townhome association
know about Home Energy Squad, saying it’s a “good value
for everyone.”
Life is busy this time of year, so call in the Home Energy
Squad to install simple energy efficiency and comfort measures
at your home. If you want to see how much air your home
is leaking, whether your insulation is adequate, and what
other energy improvements might make sense for your home,
consider adding on an energy audit to your Home Energy
Squad visit.
For more information or to schedule your
Home Energy Squad visit, call 651-328-6220 or visit
HomeEnergySquad.net
Home Energy Squad is provided by CenterPoint Energy and Xcel Energy and
delivered by the Center for Energy and Environment (CEE), a local nonprofit.
Signing up for a visit will help Mahtomedi reach the goals outlined in its Energy
Action Plan, which can be found at www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
NEWS
Winter Parking Regulations
n On street parking is not allowed in the

City of Mahtomedi between the hours
of 1:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. between
November 1st and April 1st.
n No parking is allowed on any public

street when the snow depth exceeds 3”
until all streets are fully cleaned.
n Residents who violate the ordinance

may be ticketed and/or have their
vehicle towed. Be sure to inform
relatives or guests who may visit
your home about the winter parking
restrictions so they can avoid being
cited or towed. Questions about
the winter parking regulations or
snow and ice control procedures
may be directed to the Public Works
Department at 651-773-9730.
Sometimes shoveling snow is like
picking up the kids’ toys — it never ends.
Remember not to shovel snow into the
street. It’s against city ordinance, and it
could endanger other’s safety.

Think Snow!
The Mahtomedi Public Works Departments starts thinking about snow in the
summer months during the annual operating budget process with the City
Council. In 2006, the department assumed full responsibility for all snow and ice
control services in lieu of historically contracting for some plowing services. Snow
and ice control programs require careful planning, skilled operators and proper
snowplowing equipment to maintain expected levels of service as cost effectively
as possible.
The Public Works Department provides winter maintenance service to 50
centerline miles of streets, all city owned parking lots, the well houses and sewer
lift stations and approximately 7 miles of trails and sidewalks. Providing snow
and ice control services is a monumental and time-consuming task.
A typical full-scale snow operation usually takes 9-11 hours to complete the
street system, parking lots and utility buildings. Trails and sidewalks are typically
completed the following day. Anytime during the winter months there can be
equipment plowing or applying ice control materials on streets or parking lots.
The obstacles and hazards seen by snowplow operators are parked vehicles,
garbage containers, vehicles driving too fast or too close to the plow and, especially
important, children sliding and/or building snow forts too close to streets.
HOW YOU CAN HELP?

What is the liquid that is sprayed
on the roads in the winter?

• By being familiar with and adhering to the winter parking regulations to
ensure your vehicle won’t delay plowing operations.

Salt brine. What is salt brine you ask?
Salt brine is simply a mixture of salt
and water approximately 23.3% salt by
weight. We produce it at our Public
Works facility. Salt brine is used for
2 reasons. We use it to pre-treat the roads
prior to a snow event to prevent the bond
between the packed snow and the road
surface. We also use it to pre-wet the
salt before it leaves the truck. When we
pre-wet the salt prior to it hitting the
surface of the road it activates the salt
faster which reduces the amount of salt
needed to melt the snow and ice. We
have reduced the amount of salt used in
the winter by approximately 50%! Our
success has spread to our neighboring
communities who we also supply salt
brine to including the cities of White
Bear Lake, North Saint Paul, Lake Elmo,
Oakdale, Stillwater and North Oaks and
Mahtomedi School District. We are all
trying to save the environment by using
less chemicals to keep our roads safe!

• Heightening your awareness of winter weather conditions and forecasts so
you’re better prepared.
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• Placing your garbage and recycling containers in your driveway so plow
equipment can clear the street to full widths.
• Do not allow children to build snow forts or play close to streets without
supervision.
• Allow ample space between your vehicle and a plow truck — if you can’t see
the driver in the side mirrors of the truck, he can’t see you!
• Drive according to road conditions — our goal is to provide safe winter driving
conditions which sometimes requires slower than posted speeds until weather
conditions permit normal traffic flows.

SNOW PUSHING NOTICE
Minnesota Statute 160.2715 advises that pushing and/or blowing snow from
driveways and sidewalks onto public roads may be punishable as a misdemeanor.
Snow dumped on roadways creates a real hazard to passing motorists which
can cause serious accidents. Even heavy snowplows have been damaged when
hitting compacted and frozen snow deposited on the roadways. Because the
practice is illegal to begin with, the person depositing the snow, as the prime
cause of any accident, may also find themselves faced with civil liability lawsuits.
We urge you, as good neighbors and motorists yourselves, not to add to the
hazards of winder time driving in this way.

#

CLIP & SAVE

City Of Mahtomedi Public Works Policy
Regarding Snow Removal
City of Mahtomedi Public Works employees work on an on-call basis, 24 hours
a day, 7 days per week including holidays and weekends. In general, after snow
accumulation of three (3) inches, plowing begins.
Under City Ordinance, it is ILLEGAL:
n To deposit snow onto ANY street or alley
n To deposit snow on a sidewalk
n To deposit snow on a fire hydrant
n To ignore winter parking ordinances

(November 1st — April 1st: NO PARKING on any streets or
alleys from 1:00 a.m. – 7:00 a.m., AND after 3” of snowfall,
NO PARKING on any streets and alleys until plowing is complete)
To aid in snow removal, law enforcement personnel will strictly enforce the
winter parking and abandoned vehicle ordinances. They can and will impose
fines for any or all of the illegal activities listed above and your vehicles may
be towed.
If you hire a contractor to remove snow from your property, it is YOUR
responsibility to inform them of Public Works Policy. YOU are responsible
for their actions while they are working for you.
Any items placed onto the City of Mahtomedi right-of-way must be removed
immediately, so as not to impede our snow removal processes. The City of
Mahtomedi is not responsible for any damage to any items illegally on the city
right-of-way. Garbage and recycling containers should be placed behind
the curb and NOT on walking paths or trails so they do not interfere
with plowing.
It is the City of Mahtomedi’s goal to remove snow in the safest most efficient
manner possible, and your assistance is appreciated. If you have any questions
about snow removal, please contact the Public Works Department at
651-773-9730

Lock Your Vehicle!
Washington County Sheriff’s Department
Theft from motor vehicle/vehicle break-in involves the theft of items from a
motor vehicle. It often occurs in driveways, garages, or parking lots. Thieves will
gain entry from an unlocked door or open window. They will also break windows
and/or punch locks to take items in plain view or thought to be hidden by the
owner. It is an easily preventable crime.
Common items taken include, but are not limited to: purses, wallets, brief cases,
cash, compact discs, iPods, cell phones, stereos, radar detectors, GPS systems,
gym bag, sunglasses, and tools.
Prevention:
• Take all valuables with you. If you must leave them, do not put them in plain view
for thieves. Place them in the locked trunk before reaching your destination.
• Do not leave your keys inside your vehicle.
• Lock your vehicle and park in a well-lit area.
• Report suspicious activity.
• Keep your VIN (vehicle identification number) and serial numbers for electronics
(iPod, GPS, etc.) in a safe place so you can give it to officers if items are stolen.
• Use anti-theft devices and/or set your vehicle alarm.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Help Beautify Our Community
During the Summer of 2019, Stillwater
Road is being rebuilt by Washington
County from Wildwood Road to
Hilton Trail. Decorative
streetlights can be installed
as part of that process.
Decorative streetlights will
be able to accommodate
banners and flowers, hold
flags and lights on holidays,
and create pride and
identity for downtown.
Most of the cost for lights
will be funded with state
road funds, but the other
22% will need to be raised locally and
privately. This is a joint project with the
Cities of Mahtomedi and Willernie. The
total cost for 18 streetlights is $162,000,
so the community needs to raise $36,000
to make the project go. This is a great
opportunity to pull together our
downtown area into a cohesive, attractive
place, which will support our local
business and let the rest of us enjoy
dining and shopping close to home.
The cities of Mahtomedi and Willernie
are contributing hundreds of thousands
of dollars to see that the street is rebuilt in
a way that will be safe and attractive for
residents and customers. $36,000, 22%
of the cost of 18 decorative streetlights,
needs to be raised privately.
The goal is to secure pledges totaling at
least $36,000 for new streetlights before
the end of November.
Beautify Mahtomedi and Willernie is
being led by community members Steve
Wolgamot, Christine Ahmann-Maples,
Jeff Ledermann, Kevin Donovan and
other area residents. For more
information, please contact:
Jeff Ledermann at jeffrey.
ledermann@gmail.com or
call 651-773-5537.
Pledge forms and more information is
available on the City’s website at
www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us.
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RECYCLING NEWS

As You Winterize, Check for Leaks
Winter months can be tough on our vehicles as the temperatures start to drop.
Whether you take your car to a local shop or you’re a do-it-yourself home mechanic,
the best way to winterize your car is to start by checking your fluid levels and for
signs of any leaks. Once your fluid levels are stable, ensure the wastes from packaging
and old fluids are disposed of properly. Improper disposal of hazardous wastes, such
as antifreeze and oil, includes pouring it down the drain, on the ground, into storm
sewers, or even putting them out with the trash. The dangers of these disposal methods
might not be obvious, but incorrect disposal of these wastes can hurt the environment
and human health. As a general guide, bring products labeled “Warning” and
“Poison” to your local household hazardous waste facility. For additional tips
on how to protect your vehicles during the winter months, check out the DMV’s
website at: www.dmv.org/how-to-guides/winterize-car.php.

Heat and Cool Efficiently
As much as half of the energy used in your home goes to heating and cooling. So making
smart decisions about your home’s heating, ventilating, and air conditioning (HVAC)
system can have a big effect on your utility bills — and your comfort. Take these steps to
increase the efficiency of your heating and cooling system.
Change your air filter regularly — Check your filter every month, especially during
heavy use months (winter and summer). If the filter looks dirty after a month, change it.
— Continued on back

Mahtomedi residents are enjoying and
using the single sort recycling service
with Waste Management. Single sort
recycling allows all recyclables to be
placed in a single container rather than
being bagged and separated. Recycling
is collected every other week on the
Monday of your collection week. If
you have questions, please call Waste
Management Customer Service
Department at 952-890-1100.

A BIG Thank You for
Extra Efforts in Recycling!
The City would like to send a special
thank you to the Barfus Family on
Hickory Street and the Barghini
Family on Shamrock Drive for their
extra efforts in recycling. Keep up the
good work! For their extra effort, these
families may stop in at City Hall and
pick up a free Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
water bottle. Each quarter we will pick
two families to acknowledge.
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Heat and Cool Efficiently (continued)
At a minimum, change the filter every 3 months. A dirty filter will slow down air flow and
make the system work harder to keep you warm or cool — wasting energy. A clean filter
will also prevent dust and dirt from building up in the system — leading to expensive
maintenance and/or early system failure.
Tune up your HVAC equipment yearly — Just as a tune-up for your car can improve
your gas mileage, a yearly tune-up of your heating and cooling system can improve
efficiency and comfort.
Install a programmable thermostat — A programmable thermostat is ideal for people
who are away from home during set periods of time throughout the week. Through
proper use of pre-programmed settings, a programmable thermostat can save you about
$180 every year in energy costs.

Non-Toxic Cleaning
Recipes
Try one of these nontoxic cleaners:
Oven Cleaner
1 cup or more baking soda and a
squirt or two of liquid soap.
Sprinkle water generously over
bottom of oven, then cover the grime
with enough baking soda so surface
is totally white. Sprinkle more water
over top. Let sit overnight. Wipe up
the grease the next morning; then
with a bit of liquid soap on a damp
sponge, wash remaining residue
from the oven.
Furniture Polish
½ teaspoon olive oil and ¼ cup
vinegar or lemon juice.
Mix the ingredients in a glass jar.
Dab a soft rag into the solution
and wipe onto wood surfaces.
Unclog and Deodorize Drains
Sprinkle a generous amount of
baking soda in and around the drain
opening. Follow with a cup of white
vinegar. Repeat if needed, and finally
flush with very hot water.
Bacteria, Mold and Germs
A straight 5% solution of vinegar –
such as you buy in the supermarket
– is effective for eliminating harmful
bacteria, mold and germs. Keep a
spray bottle of vinegar in your
kitchen and bathroom.

Seal your heating and cooling ducts — Ducts that move air to-and-from a forced air
furnace, central air conditioner, or heat pump are often big energy wasters. Sealing and
insulating ducts can improve the efficiency of your heating and cooling system by as much
as 20 percent — and sometimes much more.
Focus first on sealing ducts that run through the attic, crawlspace, unheated basement,
or garage. Use duct sealant (mastic) or metal-backed (foil) tape to seal the seams and
connections of ducts. After sealing the ducts in those spaces, wrap them in insulation to
keep them from getting hot in the summer or cold in the winter. Next, look to seal any
other ducts that you can access in the heated or cooled part of the house.

Energy Myths
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
Ever argue about which way to run your ceiling fan in the winter? Or wonder how much
energy you are saving with your fireplace? Or whether Uncle John is right about bad
shingles causing the ice dams on your roof?
We all use energy every day to heat, power, and light our homes. And using energy wisely
can help slow the rate of climate change, have a positive impact on local air and water quality,
and help our individual — and collective — wallets.
But there are many “energy myths” that can lead us down pathways that are a waste of time
or money — and sometimes are even dangerous. Here are a few for you to consider:

Myth: Ceiling fans should be run so the air is blowing up in the winter, because it ‘destratifies’ the layers of air.
Fact: The temperature difference between floor and ceiling in most homes is very small.
In fact, blowing air onto skin makes us feel colder, because of the wind-chill effect. Often
that means someone turns UP the thermostat. So, no ceiling fans at all in the winter!

Myth: Ice dams are caused by bad roofing.
Fact: Ice dams are caused by warm air leaking into the attic and melting snow on the

roof. Heat cables will cost you money to buy and operate and will damage shingles. Salt
will damage shingles and plants. Ice chippers will (potentially) damage you! The solution is
proper insulation and air sealing. Find out more with an energy audit. Sorry, Uncle John.

Myth: The only solution for a drafty window is to replace it with a new one.
Fact: New windows are very expensive and only need to be replaced if damaged beyond
reasonable repair. There are many ways to bring the efficiency of an old window to nearly
new-window standards, including new weather stripping or caulking, interior shrink-wrap
film, repair/replacing storm windows, or replacing sash units.

Myth: LED lighting is expensive, inefficient, and generally bad.
Fact: LED bulbs have replaced both incandescents and CFLs in the marketplace because

they are cheaper to own and use (over the 20+ years of life of the bulb), they use 1/10th
of the energy of a similar incandescent, they are available in a wide variety of options for
color, brightness, and shape, and they contain no hazardous chemicals. Integrated (bulb-less)
LED fixtures are even better for many applications (like recessed ceilings).

FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS
Freeze Out Winter Fires
DID YOU KNOW? Most home fires
occur in the winter and peak in January.
Each year in the United States there is
more than $2 billion in property loss
due to winter home fires. Last year in
Minnesota, 39 percent of fire deaths
occurred in October, November and
December.
• Keep all doors and windows that
could be used for an escape route
clear of snow and ice.
• Keep all vents — fireplace, dryer,
furnace and oven — clear of snow,
ice and debris.
• Never use a blow torch to thaw
frozen pipes.
• Use flashlights, not candles, if you
lose power.
• Keep anything that can burn at least
three feet from heat sources; do not
use your oven to heat your home.

Check Out the New
Expanded Website!
The City of Mahtomedi website has
been revised and expanded to include
more information about City functions,
meetings and events. The site is also
user friendly and more accessible.
Check out our new website at
www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us.

Kramer-Berg American Legion Auxiliary
This year the Kramer-Berg American Legion Auxiliary will be donating items to
the Community Resource and Referral Center (CRRC) for homeless veterans. The
CRRC provides a place for them to shower, get new clothes, speak to social workers
as they try to get their lives back together, find a job and a place to live. Some
organizations come in once a month and bring homemade lunches such as chili or
pulled pork for the Veterans. They would like to make care packages shown below,
so they need items from the list below. Monetary donations are also welcome to
purchase the more expensive items requested.
They are also donating items to the Armed Forces Service Center at the St Paul/
Minneapolis airport for our military personnel that are traveling. The Armed Forces
Service Center is run by all volunteers and funded by donations. The facility has cots
for them to rest and they provide snacks, coffee and personal items for those who are
flying standby or facing flight cancellations. The volunteers often bring items
directly to the plane if there is not enough time for them to leave the plane before
taking off again. A lot of the items are the same for the service center and homeless vets.
HERE IS A LIST OF NEEDED ITEMS:
Clothes
Women’s T-shirt (sizes S, M, L)
Sports bras (sizes S, M, L)
Women’s pants (sizes S, M, L)
Women’s underwear (sizes 6, 7, 8)
Men’s and Women’s Hoodies zipper
jackets (sizes L, XL, XXL)
Men’s T-shirts (sizes L, XL, XXL)
Men’s Underwear (sizes 36, 38, 40)
Jeans (sizes 32-38-inch waist with
34-inch length. Can always be cuffed.)
Thick gloves and hats

Care Packages
One gallon plastic bag containing:
1 pair socks, 1 notebook, 2 Band-Aids,
1 Kleenex, 1 cracker, 1 body wash,
1 comb, 1 shampoo, 1 conditioner,
1 deodorant, 1 toothbrush, 1 toothpaste,
1 floss, 6 hard candies, 1 soap, 1 lip balm,
1 wet wipe package, 1 Q-tip
Other items
Backpacks and $5 Subway gift cards

The Auxiliary voted to donate $100.00 to purchase items needed to fill-in the items
not donated to make the Care Packages. If you would prefer to make a monetary
donation this money will be used to purchase the larger items. Tell everyone you
know that they can donate to this project and drop off a donation at
A Cut Above the Rest (Mike’s Barbershop) 319 Stillwater Road until
March 31, 2019.
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Mahtomedi: A “Small Town” City
...Close knit small town atmosphere. Residents have strong
connections with each other and take pride in the community.
By working together to maintain the small town atmosphere,
residents, business and community leaders have created a safe
environment in which to live, work and learn.
...Natural Resources. The abundance of bodies of water,
vegetation and nature areas create a natural setting for
City parks for residents to enjoy.
...Excellent Education. The educational system and educational
opportunities provided in cooperation with the Mahtomedi
School District and Community Education creates an informed
community.
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...Location. Located on the east shore of White Bear Lake, within
twenty minutes of Minneapolis and St. Paul with direct access
to Interstate 694 provide residents and businesses with a place
to call home.
...History. The history of the Chautauqua Association, Wildwood
Amusement Park, cottages, street cars and summer resorts have
contributed to the historical significance of the community.
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