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Home Energy Squad® Takes Winter Prep to the Next Level
By the time that first leaf falls, Mahtomedi homeowners are
already rolling up sleeves and digging into seasonal projects.
Time again to clear downspouts, unpack storm windows,
and rack up garden hoses. While to-do lists offer plenty for
homeowners to tackle solo, that doesn’t mean we always need
to go it alone. Supplementing homeowner winterizing with
Home Energy Squad’s services can be a winning combo.
There are several “do-it-yourself ” tactics to make a dent on
cold weather energy waste and improve comfort:
•
•
•
•

Apply plastic treatments on drafty windows.
Use rope caulk to seal up larger gaps around your
window frames.
Close the damper on your wood burning fireplace
when not in use.
Install foam gasket seals behind electrical outlets and
switches on exterior walls.

For Mahtomedi homeowners seeking a bigger impact, call in
the pros by scheduling a Home Energy Squad visit. Home
Energy Squad is an energy conservation program provided
by Xcel Energy and CenterPoint Energy to help homeowners
save energy and money.
Scott from Mahtomedi scheduled a Home Energy Squad visit
years ago before installing solar panels. “The energy audit was
a good deal. It was very thorough and gave us a lot of good
information, he said. “With the City of Mahtomedi now
paying half the cost, it is an even better deal.”
The City of Mahtomedi is offering a half-off discount for its
residents. For only $50, a team of energy consultants will come
to your home, evaluate your energy savings opportunities, and
install free energy-saving materials such as LED bulbs, door and
attic hatch weather stripping, high-efficiency showerhead and
faucet aerators, and a programmable thermostat. If adding a
smart thermostat is on your to-do list, they can be installed
during your appointment for an additional fee.

Another local resident, Mary, had lived in her home for four
years when she learned of the Home Energy Squad program.
Her home was drafty and the energy bills seemed high. So,
she finally called and scheduled a home visit. Mary found the
crew who visited her home to be “very professional and
knowledgeable” and, she added “they even helped me
program my thermostat!”
During the same visit, in addition to the installation of
materials, Mary also had an energy assessment that included:
•
•
•
•

A blower door test to measure for air leaks.
An inspection of insulation in attic and walls.
A safety check on the heating system and water heater.
A prioritized list of improvement options and financing
information.
Mary’s assessment revealed that the furnace was nearing the
end of its useful life and an upgrade to a newer model would
increase her home’s performance by 25 percent. As an added
incentive, Xcel Energy offers rebates for replacing old,
inefficient heating systems. The Home Energy Squad then
helped connect Mary with an approved contractor to do
the work.
— Continued on page 2

Home Energy Squad, continued from page 1
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Mary described the process from scheduling the home visit to the replacement of
the furnace as “seamless.” And, there were tangible improvements. Mary reported
that her new furnace “warmed up much faster and my heating bills were lower.”
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Complementing your DIY prep with the
expertise of pros like the Home Energy
Squad can take savings to the next level —
and with just one phone call to sign up, it
may be your easiest “chore” to cross off
this month’s list.

Saturday, October 13
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
At Veteran’s Memorial Park
(formerly known as Triangle Park)
Join the family fun at the annual
community-wide event jointly
sponsored by the Wildwood Lions
Club and Kramer-Berg American
Legion Post 507. In addition to standard
and painted pumpkins for sale, enjoy
games, pumpkin crafts, a petting zoo,
refreshments and more.
Volunteer For Mahtomedi
Finance Commission
The City of Mahtomedi has three
openings on the Finance Commission.
The Finance Commission advises the
City Council on financial matters
affecting the City and its taxpayers.
If you are interested in serving the
community in this capacity, please
contact City Hall at 651-426-3344 for
an application form. Applications are
also available on the City’s website at
www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us.

Public Works Department News
Public Works Activities
The Public Works Department has a
busy fall coming up with the following
necessary maintenance activities:
•

•

Street sweeping will begin early
October weather permitting and may
take several weeks to complete. Try
to avoid parking on the street between
7:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.
Hydrant flushing is tentatively
scheduled to begin late September/
early October. The flushing can cause
turbulence in the water mains and
discoloration may result. The water
is of good quality, but if discoloration
occurs, run the water at an outside
faucet until it is clean, usually
10-15 minutes.
— Continued in sidebar on page 3
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For more information or to schedule your Home Energy Squad call
651-328-6220 or visit HomeEnergySquad.net.

]

Home Energy Squad is provided by CenterPoint Energy and Xcel Energy and delivered
by the Center for Energy and Environment (CEE), a local nonprofit. Signing up for a visit
will help Mahtomedi reach the goals outlined in its Energy Action Plan, which can be found
at www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us.

Solar United Neighbors
Mahtomedi Area residents have an amazing opportunity to reduce our impact on
the environment by supporting solar energy. Community leaders, Mahtomedi
Area Green Initiative, Conservation Minnesota and Solar United Neighbors have
partnered to create a program for local residents to purchase solar. If you have
ever thought about getting solar energy on your rooftop, there has never been a
better time.
We are coordinating a process in the Mahtomedi Area for residents and small
business owners to purchase solar installations at a reduced price by joining a
“solar cooperative.” There is still time to join several homeowners in the area that
have already expressed interest in being part of the “cooperative.” The non-profit
Solar United Neighbors is working with us to put out a collective request for
proposals in the next few weeks to all solar energy installers in the region. Solar
businesses will then submit their bids in response, likely at a sizable discount since
they will have a group of ready and serious customers in the cooperative. A
committee of the co-op participants will review and select the installer that best
suits their collective needs. The participants will get a reduced price and
customized bids on a solar installation. It is not until that time that participants
have to make a commitment to purchase or not. Interested homeowners can
pursue information obligation-free and can still join the cooperative for the next
few weeks by signing up at www.solarunitedneighbors.org/mahtomedi.
By clicking on the “join our co-op” link and filling out the form, you will get
an initial free assessment to see if your home or property has enough sun to make
it worthwhile.
Not only can you take a big step to reduce your impact on the environment with
a solar energy system, but you may even save some money. Prices for solar energy
have dropped significantly over the last few years to the point that most solar
rooftop systems have a payback of ten years or less. Consider joining the
cooperative and help us create a community that produces our own clean
and green energy.

Home Energy Efficiency
Winter’s approach brings home energy efficiency into focus. Learn some tips and
tricks for stabilizing home energy costs from the Mahtomedi Energy Action Team,
in partnership with Xcel Energy’s Partners in Energy. Explore practical tips for
reducing energy use, discover do-it-yourself efficiency measures, and learn how a
professional energy audit through the Home Energy Squad can help achieve
deeper savings. Interested in renewable energy? Compare available options and
find the one that’s best for you.

Monday, October 22, 2018 | 6:30–8:30 p.m.
District Education Center | 1520 Mahtomedi Avenue - Room 103
FREE! More information at www.mahtomedicomed.com.

Wait Before You Drain
It’s easy to fill our pools and hot tubs for summertime fun, so why is draining it a big
deal? First, think about the chemicals you might use to treat the water to keep it safe
for you and your family. Chlorine pool products can help manage bacteria in the
water and prevent your backyard pool from becoming a mosquito haven, but if those
same chemicals reach our local waterways they can harm fish and wildlife. Keep in
mind that the storm drains on our streets are part of a system of pipes that often
connect directly to our local lakes and creeks, so it’s important to “Wait Before You
Drain”. When you’re ready to drain your pool or hot tub, uncover your pool and
wait at least four days. Sunlight will help to break down the chemicals naturally, and
then you can release the water safely to a vegetated surface, like your lawn.

As part of the City’s RITE of Spring
event, Mahtomedi utility customers
were given an opportunity to win a
rain barrel simply by signing up to
opt out of receiving a paper utility
bill by July 16, 2018. A drawing took
place, and the Workman Family were
the winners! Congratulations!

2018 Document
Shredding Events
Wednesday September 19, 2018
and November 7, 2018
8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Washington County
Environmental Center
4039 Cottage Grove Drive,
Woodbury
Bring your personal and confidential
papers to the Environmental Center
during a scheduled event. These events
are free and open to residents and
businesses.
•

Documents will be shredded onsite by Shred Right and recycled.

•

Staples and paper clips do not
have to be removed.

•

CDs, floppy disks and other media
will also be accepted for off-site
destruction.

•

Limit: 6 boxes weighing no more
than 30 pounds each.
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Congratulations To
The Workman Family—
Winners Of The Rain Barrel
For Opting Out Of Paper
Bills By July 16, 2018

GREEN TALK — ENVIRONMENT • GREENING • SUSTAINABLE INITIATIVES | SEPTEMBER–OCTOBER 2018
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Recycling News
Mahtomedi residents are enjoying and using the single sort recycling service with
Waste Management. Single sort recycling allows all recyclables to be placed in a
single container rather than being bagged and separated. Recycling is collected
every other week on the Monday of your collection week. If you have questions,
please call Waste Management Customer Service Department at 952-890-1100.

Reduce Waste While Shopping — Paper NOR Plastic
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

A BIG Thank You for
Extra Efforts in Recycling!
The City would like to send a
special thank you to the Allen
Family on Gosiwin Avenue and the
Riddering Family on 71st Street
North for their extra efforts in
recycling. Keep up the good work!
For their extra effort, these families
may stop in at City Hall and pick up
a free Reduce, Reuse, Recycle water
bottle. Each quarter we will pick
two families to acknowledge.

Looking for an easy way to change the way you shop?
Reduce the waste you create when you bring home
your purchases. Use these tips to reduce your baggage.
•

Store the bag in your car and put it back when
you’re done. While you’re at it, stuff some old
shopping bags in there, too! Paper or plastic, reuse is
fantastic!

•

Get several reusable bags — you’ll probably need
more than one, and you’re going to get hooked on
their convenience and general awesomeness.

•

Make a note: Remind yourself to use that bag with a line on your shopping list
or a sticky note on your car’s dashboard.

•

Get in the habit. Challenge yourself to use a reusable bag for your next five
shopping trips.

•

Be prepared: If there’s a bagger at checkout, let them know ahead of time that
you have your own bag that you want to reuse.

Benefits of Backyard Composting
•

Through compost, you can recycle fruit scraps, vegetable peelings, grass and leaves
into a wonderful soil amendment called humus.

•

Enjoy healthier plants! Compost can be spread on your lawn, as top dressing
or placed around plants, bushes and trees as a mulch to help retain moisture and
inhibit weed growth.

•

Reduce your garbage! Remove the organic material from your garbage and
you may be able to have a smaller garbage can.

•

Conserve water! Placing compost around plants, bushes and trees will help
retain moisture so you won’t have to water as much. Composting your food waste
means you don’t have to use your garbage disposal and the extra water it takes to
flush it down your drain.

•

What type of material can be composed?
Vegetable scraps
Leaves
Green plant trimmings Tea bags
Fruit scraps
Coffee grounds filters
Old flowers
Acorns
Sawdust
Straw

Benefits of Recycling
United States Environmental
Protection Agency
•

Reduces the amount of waste
sent to landfills and incinerators

•

Conserves natural resources such
as timber, water and minerals

•

Increases economic security by
tapping a domestic source of
materials

•

Prevents pollution by reducing the
need to collect new raw materials

•

Saves energy

•

Supports American manufacturing
and conserves valuable resources

•

Helps create jobs in the recycling
and manufacturing industries in
the United States

•

To prevent odors and keep pests away from your
compost bin, do not compost the following:
Meat or bones
Whole eggs
Dairy products

Fish
Pet waste
Animal by-products

To learn more about composting, information
is available on the Washington County
Environment website.

Grass clippings
Rinsed eggshells
Pine needles
Garden waste

Pavement Management Program
Assists CIP Development
Every three years roadways that are maintained by the City are inspected and
evaluated. The City’s engineering consultant, WSB and Associates performs the
City’s pavement ratings using PAVER, a pavement management software that
calculates a Pavement Condition Index (PCI) for each roadway segment. A PCI
is based on a 0 to 100 scale, with 100 being a road in perfect condition. Any road
maintenance or rehabilitation done prior to inspections would be accounted for in
each new PCI value. The PCI value is utilized for each roadway to determine the
recommended level of maintenance or rehabilitation. These include Crack Seal,
Fog Seal, Chip Seal, Micro Surfacing, Overlay/Mill and Overlay, Reclaim or
Reconstruct. This information is then used to determine what street work to be
completed in each Five-Year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP).
The significant findings of the pavement condition report for 2018 are as follows:
• There are currently 42.11 miles of bituminous roadways inspected in the City.
• The current weighted average PCI of bituminous roads in the City is 76 for
2018 which reflects the condition of roads in the “good” condition range. This
is an increase from the weighted average of a 72 PCI in 2015 and 66 in 2013.
• Improvement in the overall PCI is a result of the roadway rehabilitation
projects and preventative maintenance programs performed over the last
five years.
For more information on the Pavement Management Program and the PCI rating
for each street in the City, the report can be found on the City’s website.

State General Election —
November 8, 2018
The City of Mahtomedi will be holding the State General
Election on Tuesday, November 8, 2018. The City has
two
locations:
The polling
City has
two polling locations:
PRECINCT 1 is located at the District Education Center,
1520 Mahtomedi Avenue.
PRECINCT 2 will be voting upstairs in the Sanctuary,
at St. Andrews’s Church. To get to the Sanctuary, go
east on Stillwater Road and go left at the stoplight at
Stillwater Road and Hilton Trail and follow the road to
the right of the Great Hall. The Sanctuary is behind the
Great Hall.
Directional signs will be posted showing where to vote.
In general, if you live north of Stillwater Road you will
vote in Precinct 1 and if you live south of Stillwater Road
you will vote in Precinct 2. The polls are open 7:00 a.m.
to 8:00 p.m. Absentee ballots can be obtained from
Washington County Monday through Friday 8:00 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. Their phone number is 651-430-6790.
If
If you
you have
have any
any questions
questions please
please call
call City
City Hall
Hall at
at 651-426-3344.
651-426-3344.

Public Works Department News,
continued

Mahtomedi Water Meter
Replacement Program Continues
The City of Mahtomedi Public Works
Dept. has begun replacing water meters
throughout the city. The new meters
are more efficient and are able to be
read remotely. When you receive your
replacement letter please call City
Hall at 651-426-3344 to schedule a
convenient time to have your new
meter installed, installation should take
no more than 30 minutes. If you have
any questions please contact Public
Works at 651-773-9730.

Mahtomedi Winter Parking Rules
Begin November 1st
Mahtomedi's winter parking regulations
go into effect each year from
November 1st through April 1st. The
parking restrictions are designed to
facilitate effective plowing during the
snow season and prohibit parking of
motor vehicles on public streets and
alleys from 1:00 a.m. to 7:00 a.m.
City Ordinance also prohibits onstreet parking anytime three or more
inches of snow has accumulated until
after the street has been plowed to
full width. The three inch guideline
applies to any hour of the day and any
time of the year. Vehicles parked on
the street present a hazard because they
can be difficult for plow operators to
see and they also prevent clearing the
street to full width. With the narrow
width of some of the streets in the City,
parked vehicles can delay snowplowing
operations because the plow truck
cannot get by the parked vehicle.
Residents who violate the ordinance
may be ticketed and/or have their
vehicle towed. Be sure to inform
relatives or guests who may visit
your home about the winter parking
restrictions so they can avoid being
cited or towed. Questions about the
winter parking regulations or snow and
ice control procedures may be directed
to the Public Works Department at
651-773-9730.
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Fire Department News

Halloween Safety
Chimney Cleaning
It is that time of the year again when we
start gearing up for the winter months.
In addition to the usual yard raking
and cleaning of the gutters, you need
to remember to have your chimney for
your fireplace or woodstove cleaned and
inspected. All too often we respond to
chimney fires resulting from the lack
of a maintenance program. Please take
the time to have them professionally
inspected.
The City of Mahtomedi has chimney
brushes available for use by residents.
The equipment is available at City
Hall. A $35.00 deposit is required. The
equipment can be used for one week and
if it is not returned within a week, the
City is entitled to bill $5.00 a day for
each day past 7 days. To check on the
availability of the equipment, please call
City Hall at 651-426-3344.

Did you know? Only 1/3 of parents talk to their kids each year about
Halloween safety. Twice as many kids are killed as pedestrians by cars on
Halloween than on any other day of the year. Suspicious fires and arson fires
skyrocket around Halloween.
•
•
•

Avoid costumes with long or billowing fabric — it can be a fire hazard.
Use battery operated candles or glow sticks inside jack-o-lanterns.
Teach children to stay away from open flames and to stop, drop and roll
if their clothes catch fire.
Keep decorations like hay and corn stalks away from any ignition source.

Street Address Visibility
Easily visible addresses on your home provide the local emergency services the
ability to quickly locate your home to provide the life-saving care you or your
family may require. Lately, several homes in the area that the Fire Department
has responded to, have had no visible address from the street. Some addresses
are blocked by plants; others may have been removed during home improvement
projects.
State code states:
• Provide approved address numbers (4-inch minimum height and 1/2-inch
minimum stroke) that are plainly visible from the street or road.
• These should be a contrasting color to your home and located either by the
street side front door or a corner of an attached garage.
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Mahtomedi: A “Small Town” City
...Close knit small town atmosphere. Residents have strong
connections with each other and take pride in the community.
By working together to maintain the small town atmosphere,
residents, business and community leaders have created a safe
environment in which to live, work and learn.
...Natural Resources. The abundance of bodies of water,
vegetation and nature areas create a natural setting for
City parks for residents to enjoy.
...Excellent Education. The educational system and educational
opportunities provided in cooperation with the Mahtomedi
School District and Community Education creates an informed
community.
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...Location. Located on the east shore of White Bear Lake, within
twenty minutes of Minneapolis and St. Paul with direct access
to Interstate 694 provide residents and businesses with a place
to call home.
...History. The history of the Chautauqua Association, Wildwood
Amusement Park, cottages, street cars and summer resorts have
contributed to the historical significance of the community.
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