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Resolve to Make Your Home More
Efficient and Comfortable in 2019
It’s easy to put home improvement projects on
the back burner — whether it’s due to lack of
time, tight resources, or limited information.
This year, resolve to tackle your energy waste
and finally make your home’s comfort and
efficiency a priority. To simplify the process,
call in the pros by scheduling a Home Energy
Squad® visit.
Home Energy Squad is an energy conservation program provided by Xcel Energy
and CenterPoint Energy to help homeowners save energy and money. The City of
Mahtomedi is offering a half-off discount for its residents. For only $50, a team of
energy experts will come to your home, evaluate your energy savings opportunities,
and install free energy-saving materials, including:
•
•
•
•
•

LED lights
Door and attic hatch weather stripping
High-efficiency showerhead and faucet aerators
Programmable thermostats
And more

If adding a smart thermostat is on your to-do list, you can purchase one during
your visit for a discounted small additional fee, and the energy experts will install
it right there.
Your visit can even include an energy assessment to evaluate your home’s air sealing,
insulation, and other energy improvements that may make sense for your home, at
no additional cost. This assessment will recommend cost-effective next steps and
qualified local contractors to complete the work. Who knew that improving your
home’s comfort and efficiency could be so easy?
But hurry — the half-off discount is only available for a limited time! Act fast to
check off your resolution, and make your home cozier and more efficient.
For more information, or to schedule your Home Energy Squad visit,
call 651-328-6220 or visit HomeEnergySquad.net.
Home Energy Squad is provided by Xcel Energy and Center Point Energy, and delivered by
the Center for Energy and Environment (CEE), a local nonprofit. Signing up for a visit will
help Mahtomedi reach the goals outlined in its Energy Action Plan, which can be found at
www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us.

ATTENTION!
Recycling Pickup Days Are
Changing To Thursdays
Beginning the week of January 7, 2019,
your recycling pickup day is changing
from Mondays to Thursdays. The first
pickup date will be January 10, 2019. For
instance, if your previous recycling day
was December 24, your next scheduled
pickup date is Thursday, January 10.
Residents should place their recycling
container behind the curb or street edge
after 5:00 p.m. the night before collection
but no later than 7:00 a.m. on their
collection day. When a holiday falls on a
scheduled collection day, the collection
will be one working day later.

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION
In 2018, the City Council recognized
the following City of Mahtomedi
employees for their years of dedicated
service to the community:
City Hall Staff:
Luann Tembreull – 25 years
Fire Department Staff:
Ken Bell – 5 years
Terry Fischer – 25 years

COMMUNITY NEWS

WINTER SKATING PARTY
Sunday, January 13, 2019
12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
(In case of inclement weather, it will be held
on January 27)
At the ice rink located behind the
District Education Center
1520 Mahtomedi Avenue
Come and join the outdoor fun at the
24th annual skating party. Enjoy the
warmth of a roaring fire, a hot beverage
and other fun activities including hay
wagon rides. This is a free community
activity brought to you by the Mahtomedi
Parks Commission and Mahtomedi School
District 832. Hope to see you there!

FORESTRY

Emerald Ash Borer —
What’s the Latest?
With recent finds of the emerald ash borer (Agrilus planipennis) in Anoka,
and White Bear Lake and emergency quarantines in Anoka and Washington
Counties; questions are being asked about the likelihood of EAB being in the
community of Mahtomedi. To date no Emerald Ash Borer activity has been
found in the city of Mahtomedi. Mahtomedi’s forestry consultant and city staff
are on the lookout for Emerald Ash Borer. Based on the known life cycle and the
population curve for EAB, we know that it will often be in a tree for 3-4 years
before being discovered. Large populations of EAB and wide-spread death of
ash trees usually shows up 7 to 8 years after initial infestation. City residents can
help by identifying their ash trees, inspecting them for damage and looking for
evidence of Emerald Ash Borer and removing trees identified with the borer.

What should we be looking for?
APPLY NOW!
Mahtomedi Garden Club — 2019
Community Beautification Grants
The Mahtomedi
Garden Club is
once again pleased
to offer grants for
garden related
projects in public
areas of Mahtomedi,
Willernie and
adjacent communities. These funds are
available because of the generous member
and community support of our annual
Plant Sale, Garden Tour and February
Outreach Events.
Project proposals are due April 1, 2019.
Find further information and
application forms at:
www.mahtomedigardenclub.org
Help us Grow a Blooming
Community!
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When trees are first attacked by EAB, the symptoms of its presence are
inconspicuous and difficult to notice. Because symptoms can be indicators of
stress as a result of many other factors such as drought stress, soil compaction,
diseases, insects, or mechanical injury, they can be easily missed by the
homeowner at first. Adult beetles feed on ash foliage, but the damage seen
along leaf margins is minimal. Ash trees can tolerate small numbers of EAB
larvae, but are girdled and killed as more and more larvae feed on the phloem
and outer sapwood beneath the bark. When populations increase, the winding
tunnels made by the larvae cut off the supply of nutrients and water in the tree.
Thinning foliage and dieback in the upper crown of the tree become
apparent after multiple years of infestation, eventually resulting in
severe dieback and minimal foliage. Infested trees are usually killed in
three to four years.
Woodpeckers will feed on insect larva beneath the bark of trees so woodpecker
attacks on ash may also indicate the presence of EAB. In general, EAB
attacks higher in the tree at first, so woodpecker activity may go unnoticed until
the infestation moves down the tree. Rough holes and strips of bark flecked away
by woodpeckers as they excavate the tree looking for larvae may actually be
the earliest symptom of infestation. If you were to remove the bark behind the
woodpecker hole on the trunk of a tree showing symptoms you would likely find
a larval gallery.
When adult emerald ash borers emerge, they create 1/8 inch, D-shaped
exit holes that are characteristic of this insect but can be hard to see.
Vigorous shoots, called epicormic sprouts, may also occur in clumps on the
lower trunk and major branches as the tree responds to the EAB activity.
Continued on next page

Emerald Ash Borer, continued from page 2
What should we do?
Identify any ashes in your landscape and determine the health status of these
trees. If you have trees that have any of the above mentioned symptoms
you should consult with a certified arborist and call the city forester at
651-747-3736. Preventative pesticide treatments can be done on healthy valuable
trees by licensed tree professionals to limit the damage done by the boring
larvae. If your ashes appear healthy you should examine the trees closely for any
problems associated with spacing, poor structure or proximity to infrastructure.
Any of these issues might make it appropriate to remove these trees. A list of tree
companies licensed to do business in Mahtomedi is available at city hall and on the
city’s website.
It’s wise to consider the value of your ash trees and their importance to your
landscape before deciding on a course of action. All species of ash (Green, Black,
White and Blue) are susceptible to infestation by the Emerald Ash Borer and all
will be killed if preventative pesticide treatments are not done. The city allows
residents to treat their own ash trees as well as any bordering trees in the city’s
right-of-way. Call 651-747-3736 for the city forester to register your treatments
and/or to discuss any questions you might have.

FINANCE DEPARTMENT

City Council Approves Final 2019
Budgets, Tax Levy & Fee Schedule
On December 4, 2018, the Mahtomedi City Council approved the 2019 General
Fund, Park Fund and Utility Fund Budgets. The Final 2019 General Fund
Operating Budget was approved at $6,103,232 (11.16% increase from 2018).
The Final City Tax Levy was approved at $4,743,516 (15.84% increase from 2018).
The budget includes an increase in the debt service levy of $364,484 (31.81%
increase from 2018) and an increase in the Ambulance Department of $189,531
(62.04% increase from 2018) which includes the addition of two fulltime
firefighter/paramedics to address the staffing needs for that service.
The Park Fund Budget has planned expenditures of $355,480. The budget includes
the Street Car trail extension from Stillwater Road to Fir Street.
The Utility Fund Budget’s include the Water Fund of $1,194,386 (13.69% decrease),
the Sewer Fund of $1,226,508 (0.62% decrease) and the Storm Water Fund of
$1,114,833 (51.49% increase) this increase is primarily due to the Glenmar Area
drainage improvements.
The graph below shows the percentage of each tax dollar by government
function/program.
n General Government (18.10%)
n Public Safety (29.60%)
n Public Works (10.80%)
n Parks (7.80%)
n Debt Service (24.80%)
n Contingency (2.90%)
n Fixed Asset Replacement
(6.00%)

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
NEWS
Winter Parking Regulations
n On street parking is not allowed in the

City of Mahtomedi between the hours
of 1:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. between
November 1st and April 1st.
n No parking is allowed on any public
street when the snow depth exceeds 3"
until all streets are fully cleaned.
n Residents who violate the ordinance
may be ticketed and/or have their
vehicle towed. Be sure to inform
relatives or guests who may visit
your home about the winter parking
restrictions so they can avoid being
cited or towed.
Questions about the winter parking
regulations or snow and ice control
procedures may be directed to the Public
Works Department at 651-773-9730.

Snow Pushing Notice
Minnesota Statute 160.2715 advises that
pushing/blowing snow from driveways
and sidewalks onto public roads may be
punishable as a misdemeanor. Snow
dumped on roadways creates a real
hazard to passing motorists which can
cause serious accidents. Even heavy
snowplows have been damaged when
hitting compacted and frozen snow
deposited on the roadways. Because the
practice is illegal to begin with, the person
depositing the snow, as the prime cause of
any accident, may also find him/herself
faced with civil liability lawsuits.
We urge you, as good neighbors and
motorists yourselves, not to add to the
hazards of winter time driving in this way.

Frozen Pipes At Home
Home owners should know that frozen
water service lines may be an issue during
the winter months. In the past couple
years several water service lines froze in
Mahtomedi. Homeowners are
responsible for the entire water service
line from the House to the Water Main.
If you have any questions about your
water service, please contact Public Works
at 651-773-9730.
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FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS

Escape Planning
Plan Ahead! If a fire breaks out in your home, you may have only a few minutes
to get out safely once the smoke alarm sounds. Everyone needs to know what to
do and where to go if there is a fire.

Dog Licenses Due

SAFETY TIPS
• MAKE a home escape plan. Draw
a map of your home showing all
doors and windows. Discuss the
plan with everyone in your home.

Licenses are required for any dog over
six (6) months of age and are due by
March 31. A person is not required
to obtain a license for dogs which
are brought into the City solely for
participation in any dog show or which
are being kept in the city by a person
fostering the dog for an animal rescue
group. The City will issue a dog license
at no charge to a properly trained and
certified guide dog for visually impaired
persons, or service dog for disabled
persons, provided that the owner of
such dog provides the City with proof
satisfactory to the City that the dog is a
certified guide or service dog.

• KNOW at least two ways out of

The biennial fee for the license is
$20.00 and available at City Hall.
The owner of the dog must provide a
certificate showing that the dog has been
vaccinated against rabies by a licensed
veterinarian. Any dog that is unlicensed
and any dog found running at large are
declared a public nuisance.

IF THE ALARM SOUNDS
• If the smoke alarm sounds, GET OUT AND STAY OUT. Never go back
inside for people or pets.

every room if possible. Make sure
all doors and windows leading
outside open easily.
• HAVE an outside meeting place

(like a tree, light pole or mailbox)
a safe distance from the home
where everyone should meet.
• PRACTICE your home fire drill at night and during the day with everyone

in your home, twice a year.
• PRACTICE using different ways out.
• TEACH children how to escape on their own in case you can’t help them.
• CLOSE doors behind you as you leave.

• If you have to escape through smoke, GET LOW AND GO under the smoke

to your way out.
• C
 ALL the fire department from outside your home.

Source: NFPA Public Education Division
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Mahtomedi: A “Small Town” City
...Close knit small town atmosphere. Residents have strong
connections with each other and take pride in the community.
By working together to maintain the small town atmosphere,
residents, business and community leaders have created a safe
environment in which to live, work and learn.
...Natural Resources. The abundance of bodies of water,
vegetation and nature areas create a natural setting for
City parks for residents to enjoy.
...Excellent Education. The educational system and educational
opportunities provided in cooperation with the Mahtomedi
School District and Community Education creates an informed
community.

ECRWSSED D M
POSTAL CUST OMER

...Location. Located on the east shore of White Bear Lake, within
twenty minutes of Minneapolis and St. Paul with direct access
to Interstate 694 provide residents and businesses with a place
to call home.
...History. The history of the Chautauqua Association, Wildwood
Amusement Park, cottages, street cars and summer resorts have
contributed to the historical significance of the community.
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A BIG Thank You for
Extra Efforts in Recycling!

Coming Soon! 2019 RITE of Spring
The 13th Annual RITE (Really into the Earth) of Spring will be held on Saturday,
April 27th, 2019 between 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. at the Mahtomedi Wildwood
Elementary School located at 8698 75th Street (just east of the High School tennis courts
and baseball fields). This FREE family friendly event is sponsored by the City
of Mahtomedi, Mahtomedi Community Education, and community volunteers.
Again this year, the Washington County Department of Public Health and Environment
will be hosting a Household Hazardous Waste Event from 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. (Accepted
free of charge from households only — no businesses). Proof of residency required.
Watch the next City newsletter for further information about this free family
friendly event.

Mahtomedi Area Solar Co-op
the Largest in Minnesota
Enrollment has closed for this year’s Mahtomedi Area Solar Co-op with 76 participants.
It is by far the largest Solar United Neighbors co-op in Minnesota! Thanks to everyone
that signed up and helped get the word out about this great opportunity to significantly
increase clean and green energy in our community. Several co-op participants have
already signed contracts with All Energy Solar, which was selected by co-op members
through a competitive process. If you are still considering solar for your residence,
Solar United Neighbors may offer another Mahtomedi Area co-op sign-up next year.
However, if you don’t want to wait, please contact All Energy Solar at 651-350-1850.

The City would like to send a special
thank you to the Lund Family on
Ashley Lane and the Meyer Family
on Eastgate Parkway for their extra
efforts in recycling. Keep up the good
work! For their extra effort, these
families may stop in at City Hall and
pick up a free Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
water bottle. Each quarter we will pick
two families to acknowledge.

Recycle More
Not everything can be conveniently
recycled at home. Consider this
option to recycle more.
DONATE – Did you know that the
average person throws away 70 pounds
of clothing and other textiles each year?
Donating reusable items to charitable
organizations is a great way to reduce
waste and help your community.You
can donate clothing, toys, sporting
goods, books, music and more.
Search by item to find a donation
opportunity near you at
www.recyclesearch.com/wcdd
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GreenStep City
You may have noticed the new GreenStep City signs that now accompany the
Mahtomedi sign at the various entrances to the city. What exactly is a
GreenStep City and what does it mean?
The GreenStep Cities program is a voluntary
challenge and recognition program focused on
energy conservation and reduction across several
areas, including building and lightings, land use,
transportation, wastewater, water quality, and parks and trails. The free program is managed
by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency in conjunction with several nonprofit
partners. The program consists of five steps and requires cities to take actions across 29
“Best Practices” areas.

RETHINK RECYCLING
Provided by the Solid Waste
Management Coordinating Board
Recycling Tips and Myths
Here are a few of the common
questions and comments we
hear from residents.
Recycling is too much work.
Actually, recycling is easier than
it used to be. You don’t have to
remove labels on cans or bottles.
Plus, more material is now
recyclable. Another good tip is
to place your recycling container
next to you garbage container to
make recycling convenient.
I don’t generate enough
recycling to make a
difference.
You may be surprised — even
in a single person household the
amount of material that could
have been recycled can quickly
add up. About 1/3 of what is
thrown away could be recycled.
Why recycle? It just gets
thrown away anyway.
It is against state law for haulers
to pick up recyclables and not
recycle them. It is also against
the law for a landfill or resource
recovery facility to accept a load
of recyclables. Recyclables are
in demand.

Mahtomedi joined the program in October 2010 and achieved Step Three recognition
in June 2014. Examples of actions taken by the city to achieve Step Three designation
include: adopting a watering ordinance, reducing the salt used by Public Works, becoming
certified as a Tree City USA, adopting sustainable purchasing practices, and adopting an
ordinance that allows solar rooftop solar units as accessory uses in all zoning districts.
The city is in the process of achieving Step Four designation, expected for June 2019.
Step Four designation involves gathering and reporting data on several core metrics as
well as three optional metrics. Step Five designation occurs when annual improvement is
demonstrated for three metrics of the city’s choice. Participation in the GreenStep Cities
program is one of several ways the city is working toward a sustainable future
for Mahtomedi.

Smart Salting
Winter is here to stay and we all know that salt can be a good tool to melt ice
on our driveways and sidewalks. But while salt can help prevent accidents on
the road and around buildings, it comes at an environmental cost. When the
snow melts, the de-icing salt, which contains chloride, runs into nearby lakes
and can harm fish, ducks, and other aquatic wildlife.
How can you make a difference? Here are a few ideas to reduce your salt use
this winter:
1. Check the temperature – is it too cold for salt? Most salts stop
working around 15 degrees (F). When the temperatures drop, use sand
for traction, but remember that sand doesn’t melt ice.
2. Apply less than you think. Adding more salt does not equal more
melting. Try to use less than four pounds of salt per 1,000 square feet. Keep
in mind one pound of salt is about the same as one 12-ounce coffee mug.
3. Clean-up any extra salt. If you can see sand or salt on dry pavement, it
means that it is no longer working and could be washed away. Try to reuse
salt or sand somewhere else or sweep it up and throw it away.
Source: Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

