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It’s That Time of Year!
Yep, this is the time of the year when the City tries to spread the cheer by inviting
contractors into your life. It’s road construction season! So, whose neighborhood is
going to be enjoying contractors working, parking constraints, noise and general quiet
living disruption? The Echo Lake neighborhood, that’s who. The streets and trails to
be rehabilitated this year will be:
Ashley Lane
Barrington Place
Berwick Lane
Berwick Place

Dunbar Knoll
Dunbar Way
Hillswick Place
Hillswick Terrace

Iverness Place
Kilbirnie Way
Prestwick Place

Prestwick Terrace
Windsor Lane

The majority of these streets will have the curbing remaining in place while the
entire pavement will be replaced. However, some streets will have minor curb repair
and some added storm sewer. Dunbar Way will have the most extensive work, as
new storm sewer will be installed and curbing on one side will be removed and
replaced. Trails will be patched, cracks sealed and pavement overlaid throughout the
development also. Work should be starting sometime in May and completed in
12 weeks.

Trails, Trails, and More Trails
In addition to rehabbing the trails in the Echo Lake neighborhood as noted above,
the City will be constructing another segment of the Street Car Trail route from
the Roma Restaurant parking lot to Fir Street by St. Jude’s Church. This segment
is known as the Forest Avenue Trail. The new 8-foot-wide paved trail will closely
follow the current dirt path trail that currently exists. The new trail will be built to
minimize disruption of the surrounding area and trees, while providing a safe and
smooth walking and biking surface.
Many of you have probably read about the Lake Links Trail that is a trail route
completely around White Bear Lake. The City of Mahtomedi received funding for the
portions in our City. In 2019, the City will be building a trail adjacent to Mahtomedi
Avenue (Hwy 244) from Maple Street to Neptune Street. At Neptune Street, there
will be a push button activated flashing beacon to assist in crossing the highway. Once
across the highway, you will be on the Hamline Lake Trail which will take you north
to Quail Street. The next segments of the Lake Links trail will be constructed to
run adjacent to Briarwood Avenue from Quail Street all the way to the border with
the City of Dellwood. This trail will be a combination of an on and off road trail
experience. A covered bridge is also planned for this area.

Wait! You Haven’t
Finished Last Year’s
Work Yet!
Yeah, yeah, we know. There is still
some items to be finished and cleanup
work to be performed from road
construction work that started in 2018.
The rain gardens on Edgecumbe Drive
need to be finished. Some retaining
wall work, restoration work and other
miscellaneous items in the Historic
District project need to be completed
also. Finally, there is some shouldering
work, restoration work and other
minor items need to be completed in
the Briarwood neighborhood area also.
Feel free to contact Nick Guilliams,
the Project Manager (nguilliams@
wsbeng.com or 612-419-3589) for
these City projects with any concerns
you may have. The City will be
sending out newsletters or contacting
residents when appropriate to advise
them of upcoming work.

More Info
Please see the City’s Website
www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us for more
specific information on each of these
City construction projects.

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT
The spotlight for
this newsletter is on
the new Public
Works Maintenance
Operator Ken Bell.
Ken started in
February of this
year, however he
has been a paid-on
call firefighter since
August 2013. Currently, he is a
Fire Captain in the Fire Department.
Ken feels his most important contribution
since starting in Public Works has been
plowing snow especially the amount of
snow we received in February.
Ken enjoys working for the City because
he lives here, cares about the City, and
wants to feel part of this great community.
When Ken is not working, he is into
outdoor activities like fishing, hunting,
hiking and biking with this family. Ken is
also a carpenter and draftsman and enjoys
woodworking, building cabinets, decks,
furniture, and remodeling homes.
Ken was born in Baraboo, Wisconsin
and spent most of his childhood growing
up in the small town of Cameron,
Wisconsin. He graduated from Wisconsin
Indianhead Technical College with an
Architectural Commercial Design degree.
Ken has lived in several states and has had
many different jobs requiring unique skill
sets. He moved to Mahtomedi in 2013
with his wife Connie. They have twin
boys, Nick and Tyler who currently
attend Mahtomedi High School.
We would like to welcome Ken to
the Public Works staff.

Washington County Roadway Projects
Not only is the City making it tough to get around but Washington County
wants to get in on the action too. The County is planning 2 separate projects
within the City in 2019. The relatively painless project will be the resurfacing
of Hilton Trail from Stillwater Road to Highway 36. A thin overlay will be
applied to the roadway to extend the roadway’s life for a few more years until a
larger more extensive project is undertaken several years down the ‘road.’ This
work will be done without detours or major disruptions to the motoring public
and should take a month or so.
But not to worry, the County, in cooperation with the Cities of Mahtomedi and
Willernie, is undertaking a much more disruptive project for most Mahtomedi
and Willernie residents. The complete reconstruction of Stillwater Road from
East Avenue to Highway 244. The project will involve new storm sewer,
watermain upgrades and some sanitary sewer alterations. There will be new
safer pedestrian facilities on both sides of the roadway and even some decorative
lighting is planned. The project will take all construction season and could even
extend into the next construction season. Detour routes will be marked and
every effort is being made to keep access open to the local businesses at all times.
Be sure to support these local businesses by making the extra effort to patronize
them before, during and after the difficult construction project.
Project website and contact information is available at www.co.washington.
mn.us/stillwaterrd-75th.

Announcements
Pheasant Run Park Improvements
In 2018, the Mahtomedi City Council approved a five-year Parks and Trails
Capital Improvement Plan to start improving our city parks. It was determined
Pheasant Run Park was the highest priority. The park was constructed in 1992
and very little improvements have been made to the park since then. The City
held an open house on January 24, 2019, inviting residents adjacent to the park
to make suggestions for improvements and City staff received some good
feedback. This year the city plans on replacing the playground, benches, and
trash receptacles, repairing the basketball court, adding more trail connections
and sprucing up the park to make it more user and kids friendly. Construction
will take place in mid-summer. Look for more updates as work begins.

FARMER'S MARKET

Note Change of Date and Location
MAHTOMEDI GARDEN CLUB
The Mahtomedi Garden Club will hold
its annual Spring Plant Sale on Friday,
May 10th from noon to 7:00 p.m. and
Saturday, May 11th from 9:00 a.m. to
noon at the Wedgewood Park Shelter,
211 Wedgewood Drive (across from
Aldi’s). These premium hanging baskets,
geraniums and bedding plants are just
in time for Mother’s Day. Support your
community — shop locally.
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Due the road construction on Stillwater Road (CSAH 12), the 10th annual
Mahtomedi Area Farmers’ Market will begin Sunday, June 16, 2019. The
Market will take place every SUNDAY, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. through
September 22, 2019 at the Mahtomedi District Education Center located
at 1520 Mahtomedi Avenue. The market features local growers, producers
and local artisans. If you are interested in participating in the Farmer’s
Market, email mahtomarket@gmail.com.

Washington County is excited to
partner with the Recycling
Association of Minnesota to sell
compost bins and rain barrels to
residents at low cost.

Watering Restrictions
From May 1 to September 30 the use of the City water supply system for lawn and
garden sprinkling, irrigation, or other non-potable uses is prohibited between the
hours of 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. and is limited to an odd-even schedule
corresponding to the property address. During this time residents with even-numbered
addresses may water only on even-numbered days and residents with odd-numbered
addresses may water only on odd-numbered days. It should be noted that the watering
restriction does not apply to activities such as washing your vehicle on a Saturday
afternoon. Even so, if you can wash your car in the evening or morning, it will help
conserve water. It is also wise to have a spray nozzle on the hose while washing the
vehicle to minimize the water that flows into the storm sewers.

DATES

Environmental Center
4039 Cottage Grove Drive
Woodbury, Minnesota

June 5
July 31
June 5

Home Composter Compost Bin
$64 full price | $44 after discount
RainCatcher Rain Barrel
$79 full price | $59 after discount
Pre-ordered items are available for
pick-up at the Environmental Center
during normal business hours.
Washington County
Environmental Center
4039 Cottage Grove Drive
Woodbury, Minnesota 55129

2019 Document Shredding Events
at the Environmental Center
LOCATION

Washington County residents get
an extra $20 off each item! To
receive the discounted price, order
online at www.co.washington.mn.
us/2813/backyard-composting
and enter promo code “Washington.”
Proof of residency is required at
purchase. Limit two rain barrels and
two compost bins per household.

TIMES

September 18
November 6

8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m

Bring your personal and confidential papers to the Environmental Center to
be shredded on-site by Shred Right. Staples and paper clips do not have to
be removed. CDs, floppy disks, and other media will be accepted for off-site
destruction.
Free and open to residents and businesses; limited to 6 boxes weighing no
more than 30 pounds each.

HOURS
Tuesday: 11 a.m – 7 p.m.
Thursday: 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Saturday: 8 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Closed on 4th of July, Thanksgiving,
Christmas Eve, Christmas Day and
New Year’s Day
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Compost Bin and
Rain Barrel Sale
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The Household Hazards of
Spring Cleaning
There must be something in the air this
time of year that compels us to clean,
consolidate and reorganize our homes
into efficient and spotless spaces. As
you work up the elbow grease and start
tossing out junk, it may surprise you
that some of your everyday household
products require special care when you
dispose of them.
Do you have leftover items like paint,
cleaners, oils, batteries, or pesticides
lurking in your garage or basement?
Oftentimes these products contain
corrosive, toxic, ignitable, or reactive
ingredients and are considered to be
household hazardous waste (HHW).
Improper disposal of HHW includes
pouring it down the drain, on the
ground, into storm sewers, or putting
them out with the trash. The dangers
of these disposal methods might
not be directly obvious, but incorrect
disposal of these wastes can hurt
the environment and even harm
human health.
The next time you’re spring cleaning or
on the move, be safe and do the right
thing. Instead of in the trash or down
the drain, here’s what you can do to
ensure proper disposal of your HHW:
•B
 ecome a label reader. As a general
guide, bring products labeled
“Warning” and “Poison” to your
HHW Facility for safe disposal.
•B
 ring your household hazardous
wastes (paint, motor oil, etc.) to the
Washington County Environmental
Center. Call 612-275-7475 for
drop-off locations and times.
• Create an inventory of the products
you have, so you do not buy more
than you need.
•C
 onsider creating a non-toxic tool kit
made from simple materials you have
at home. Baking soda, vinegar,
vegetable oil and lemon juice are a
few common ingredients that make
excellent cleaning substitutes.
For additional tips on reducing HHW at
home, visit: www.pca.state.mn.us/
living-green

Yard Waste and Organics Sign-up
As part of the new five-year recycling contract with Waste Management, we are
offering residents the opportunity to opt-in and sign up for curbside weekly yard
waste and organics collection.
The City must have a minimum of 100 residents sign-up in order for the collection
service to begin. The cost of the weekly collection service for 2019 is $13.75/month
and will be billed on your quarterly utility bill.
The following are food and organics, and yard waste items that would be collected:

Produce
Fruits & vegetables

Bakery & Dry Goods
Pasta, beans rice,
bread & cereal

Meat
All cooked and raw meat
products including bones,
shells, fish, beef & chicken

Floral
Plants & flowers

Diary
Milk, yogurt, ice
cream & cheese

Soiled Paper Goods
Coffee grounds & filters, tea bags, soiled
paper bags, tissues, paper towels,
napkins & uncoated take-out containers

Compostable Serviceware
Wooden utensils, paper
plates & cups

If you are interested in this service, please fill out and return the form at
the City’s website www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us.

Say Hello to Energy Saving Tips
Xcel Energy
Every day, whether you rent or own a home, you can save energy in ways ranging
from big to small. Some of these tips you can do yourself and some may require
help from a contractor or expert.
Cooling the House
• B
 uy a programmable or smart thermostat. They can help you save on energy costs
by adjusting the temperature when you’re at work, away, or asleep. Proper use of
a programmable thermostat can cut your energy bills by almost $180 per year.
• Having your air conditioner coils cleaned improves efficiency to help save energy.
• By only using AC in your most needed room, like your bedroom, you can cut
down on electric use.
• W hen you can, go down to your basement where it's naturally cooler, so you can
run the AC less.
• Install ceiling fans to keep cool air circulating, so you can turn down your AC.
Ceiling fans can make temperatures feel up to eight degrees cooler. ENERGY
STAR® rated ceiling fans offer the best efficiency ratings. Make sure to turn off
your fan when you leave the room.

A BIG Thank You for
Extra Efforts in Recycling!
The City would like to send a special thank you to the Clair
Family on Lincolntown Avenue and the Wieland Family on
Warner Avenue North for their extra efforts in recycling. Keep
up the good work! For their extra effort, these families may stop
in at City Hall and pick up a free Reduce, Reuse, Recycle water
bottle. Each quarter we will pick two families to acknowledge.

City of Mahtomedi 2018 Drinking Water Report

Making Safe Drinking Water

Your drinking water comes from a groundwater source: four wells ranging from 392 to
470 feet deep that draw water from the Prairie Du Chien-Jordan and Jordan aquifers.

Environmental Protection Agency’s limits. Substances that we tested for but did not
find are not included in the tables.

Mahtomedi works hard to provide you with safe and reliable drinking water that meets
federal and state water quality requirements. The purpose of this report is to provide
you with information on your drinking water and how to protect our precious water
resources.

We sample for some contaminants less than once a year because their levels in water
are not expected to change from year to year. If we found any of these contaminants
the last time we sampled for them, we included them in the tables below with the
detection date.

Contact Bob Goebel, Public Works Director, at 651-773-9730 or bgoebel@ci.
mahtomedi.mn.us if you have questions about Mahtomedi’s drinking water. You
can also ask for information about how you can take part in decisions that may affect
water quality.

We may have done additional monitoring for contaminants that are not included in
the Safe Drinking Water Act. To request a copy of these results, call the Minnesota
Department of Health at 651-201-4700 or 1-800-818-9318 between 8:00 a.m. and
4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency sets safe drinking water standards.
These standards limit the amounts of specific contaminants allowed in drinking
water. This ensures that tap water is safe to drink for most people. The U.S. Food and
Drug Administration regulates the amount of certain contaminants in bottled water.
Bottled water must provide the same public health protection as public tap water.

Potential Health Effects and Corrective Actions (If Applicable)
Fluoride: If your drinking water fluoride levels are below the optimal concentration
range of 0.7 to 1.2 ppm, please talk with your dentist about how you can protect your
teeth and your family's teeth from tooth decay and cavities. For more information, visit:
MDH Drinking Water Fluoridation (http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/water/
com/fluoride/index.html).

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at
least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants does
not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More information about
contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the
Environmental Protection Agency’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.
Mahtomedi Monitoring Results
This report contains our monitoring results from January 1 to December 31, 2018.
We work with the Minnesota Department of Health to test drinking water for more than
100 contaminants. It is not unusual to detect contaminants in small amounts. No water
supply is ever completely free of contaminants. Drinking water standards protect
Minnesotans from substances that may be harmful to their health.
Learn more by visiting the Minnesota Department of Health’s webpage Basics of
Monitoring and Testing of Drinking Water in Minnesota (https://www.health.state.
mn.us/communities/environment/water/factsheet/sampling.html).
How to Read the Water Quality Data Tables
The tables below show the contaminants we found last year or the most recent time we
sampled for that contaminant. They also show the levels of those contaminants and the

Copper: During the year, we failed to provide lead results to persons served at the
sites that were tested as required by the Lead and Copper Rule during the timeframe
allowed.
Lead: During the year, we failed to provide lead results to persons served at the sites
that were tested as required by the Lead and Copper Rule during the timeframe allowed
Monitoring Results — Unregulated Substances
In addition to testing drinking water for contaminants regulated under the Safe Drinking
Water Act, we sometimes also monitor for contaminants that are not regulated.
Unregulated contaminants do not have legal limits for drinking water.
Detection alone of a regulated or unregulated contaminant should not cause concern.
The meaning of a detection should be determined considering current health effects
information. We are often still learning about the health effects, so this information can
change over time.
The table (on next page) shows the unregulated contaminants we detected last year,
as well as human-health based guidance values for comparison, where available.
(continued)

LEAD AND COPPER — Tested at customer taps
Contaminant

EPA’s
Action Level

EPA’s
Ideal Goal
(MCLG)

90% of Results
Were Less Than

Number of Homes
with High Levels

Violation

Typical Sources of Contaminant

Lead (07/27/16)

90% of homes less
than 15 ppb

0 ppb

0.99 ppb

0 out of 20

NO

Corrosion of household plumbing.

Copper (07/27/16)

90% of homes less
than 1.3 ppm

0 ppm

0.29 ppm

0 out of 20

NO

Corrosion of household plumbing.

(Date, if sampled
in previous year)

INORGANIC & ORGANIC CONTAMINANTS — Tested in drinking water
Contaminant

EPA’s Limit
(MCL)

EPA’s Ideal Goal
(MCLG)

Highest Average or
Highest Single Test
Result

Range of
Detected Test
Results

Violation

Barium (01/22/14)

2 ppm

2 ppm

0.13 ppm

N/A

NO

Discharge of drilling wastes; Discharge
from metal refineries; Erosion of natural
deposit.

Arsenic (01/22/14)

10.4 ppb

0 ppb

3.73 ppb

N/A

NO

Erosion of natural deposits; Runoff from
orchards; Runoff from glass and electronics
production wastes.

Gross Alpha

15.4 pCi/l

0 pCi/l

3.1 pCi/l

N/A

NO

Erosion of natural deposits.

(Date, if sampled
in previous year)

Typical Sources of Contaminant

DEFINITIONS
AL (Action Level): The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment
or other requirements which a water system must follow.
EPA: Environmental Protection Agency

MRDLG (Maximum residual disinfectant level goal): The level of a drinking water disinfectant
below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of
the use of disinfectants to control microbial contaminants.

MCL (Maximum contaminant level): The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in
drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available
treatment technology.

NA (Not applicable): Does not apply.

MCLG (Maximum contaminant level goal): The level of a contaminant in drinking water
below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.

ppb (parts per billion): One part per billion in water is like one drop in one billion drops of
water, or about one drop in a swimming pool. ppb is the same as micrograms per liter (μg/l).

Level 1 Assessment: A Level 1 assessment is a study of the water system to identify potential
problems and determine (if possible) why total coliform bacteria have been found in our water
system.
Level 2 Assessment: A Level 2 assessment is a very detailed study of the water system to
identify potential problems and determine (if possible) why an E. coli MCL violation has occurred
and/or why total coliform bacteria have been found in our water system on multiple occasions.
MRDL (Maximum residual disinfectant level): The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in
drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for
control of microbial contaminants.

NTU (Nephelometric Turbidity Units): A measure of the cloudiness of the water (turbidity).
pCi/l (picocuries per liter): A measure of radioactivity.

ppm (parts per million): One part per million is like one drop in one million drops of water,
or about one cup in a swimming pool. ppm is the same as milligrams per liter (mg/l).
PWSID: Public water system identification.
TT (Treatment Technique): A required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant
in drinking water.
Variances and Exemptions: State or EPA permission not to meet an MCL or a treatment
technique under certain conditions.

Water Report , continued
CONTAMINANTS RELATED TO DISINFECTION — Tested in drinking water
Substance

EPA’s Limit
(MCL or
MRDL)

EPA’s Ideal
Goal (MCLG or
MRDLG)

Highest Average or
Highest Single Test
Result

Range of
Detected Test
Results

Violation

Total Trihalomethanes
(TTHMs)

80 ppb

N/A

2.6 ppb

N/A

NO

By-product of drinking water disinfection.

Total Chlorine

4.0 ppm

4.0 ppm

0.3 ppm

0.21 - 0.81 ppm

NO

Water additive used to control microbes.

(Date, if sampled in
previous year)

Typical Sources of Contaminant

OTHER SUBSTANCES — Tested in drinking water
Substance
(Date, if sampled in
previous year)
Fluoride

EPA’s Limit
(MC)

EPA’s Ideal
Goal (MCLG)

Highest Average or
Highest Single Test
Result

Range of
Detected Test
Results

Violation

4.0 ppm

4.0 ppm

0.51 ppm

0.44 - 0.55 ppm

NO

Typical Sources of Contaminant

Erosion of natural deposits; Water additive
to promote strong teeth.

UNREGULATED CONTAMINANTS — Tested in drinking water
Contaminant

Comparison
Value

Highest Average Result or
Highest Single Test Result

Range of Detected
Test Results

Sodium*

20 ppm

32.5 ppm

3.73 - 32.50 ppm

Sulfate

500 ppm

13 ppm

5.26 - 13.00 ppm

*Note that home water softening can increase the level of sodium in your water.
The comparison values are based only on potential health impacts and do not
consider our ability to measure contaminants at very low concentrations or the cost
and technology of prevention and/or treatment. They may be set at levels that are
costly, challenging, or impossible for water systems to meet (for example, large-scale
treatment technology may not exist for a given contaminant).
A person drinking water with a contaminant at or below the comparison value would
be at little or no risk for harmful health effects. If the level of a contaminant is above
the comparison value, people of a certain age or with special health conditions —
like a fetus, infants, children, elderly, and people with impaired immunity — may need
to take extra precautions. Because these contaminants are unregulated, EPA and
MDH require no particular action based on detection of an unregulated contaminant.
We are notifying you of the unregulated contaminants we have detected as a public
education opportunity.
More information is available on MDH’s A-Z List of Contaminants in Water (https://
www.health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/contaminants/index.
html) and Fourth Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UCMR 4) (https://www.
health.state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/com/ucmr4.html).
Some People Are More Vulnerable to Contaminants in Drinking Water
Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general
population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing
chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS
or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk
from infections. The developing fetus and therefore pregnant women may also be more
vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water. These people or their caregivers should
seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by
Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking
Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.
Learn More about Your Drinking Water
Drinking Water Sources
Minnesota’s primary drinking water sources are groundwater and surface water.
Groundwater is the water found in aquifers beneath the surface of the land. Groundwater
supplies 75 percent of Minnesota’s drinking water. Surface water is the water in lakes,
rivers, and streams above the surface of the land. Surface water supplies 25 percent of
Minnesota’s drinking water.
Contaminants can get in drinking water sources from the natural environment and from
people’s daily activities. There are five main types of contaminants in drinking water
sources.
• Microbial contaminants, such as viruses, bacteria, and parasites. Sources include
sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations, pets, and
wildlife.
• Inorganic contaminants include salts and metals from natural sources (e.g. rock
and soil), oil and gas production, mining and farming operations, urban stormwater
runoff, and wastewater discharges.
• Pesticides and herbicides are chemicals used to reduce or kill unwanted plants
and pests. Sources include agriculture, urban stormwater runoff, and commercial
and residential properties.
• Organic chemical contaminants include synthetic and volatile organic compounds.
Sources include industrial processes and petroleum production, gas stations, urban
stormwater runoff, and septic systems.
• Radioactive contaminants such as radium, thorium, and uranium isotopes come
from natural sources (e.g. radon gas from soils and rock), mining operations, and oil
and gas production.

The Minnesota Department of Health provides information about your drinking water
source(s) in a source water assessment, including:
• How Mahtomedi is protecting your drinking water source(s);
• Nearby threats to your drinking water sources;
• How easily water and pollution can move from the surface of the land into drinking
water sources, based on natural geology and the way wells are constructed.
Find your source water assessment at Source Water Assessments (https://www.health.
state.mn.us/communities/environment/water/swp/swa) or call 651-201-4700 or
1-800-818-9318 between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.
Lead in Drinking Water
You may be in contact with lead through paint, water, dust, soil, food, hobbies, or your
job. Coming in contact with lead can cause serious health problems for everyone. There
is no safe level of lead. Babies, children under six years, and pregnant women are at the
highest risk.
Lead is rarely in a drinking water source, but it can get in your drinking water as it passes
through lead service lines and your household plumbing system. Mahtomedi provides
high quality drinking water, but it cannot control the plumbing materials used in private
buildings.
Read below to learn how you can protect yourself from lead in drinking water.
1. Let the water run for 30-60 seconds before using it for drinking or cooking if the water
has not been turned on in over six hours. If you have a lead service line, you may need
to let the water run longer. A service line is the underground pipe that brings water from
the main water pipe under the street to your home.
• You can find out if you have a lead service line by contacting your public water
system, or you can check by following the steps at: https://www.mprnews.org/
story/2016/06/24/npr-find-lead-pipes-in-your-home
• The only way to know if lead has been reduced by letting it run is to check with a
test. If letting the water run does not reduce lead, consider other options to reduce
your exposure.
2. Use cold water for drinking, making food, and making baby formula. Hot water releases
more lead from pipes than cold water.
3. T
 est your water. In most cases, letting the water run and using cold water for drinking
and cooking should keep lead levels low in your drinking water. If you are still concerned
about lead, arrange with a laboratory to test your tap water. Testing your water is
important if young children or pregnant women drink your tap water.
• Contact a Minnesota Department of Health accredited laboratory to get a sample
container and instructions on how to submit a sample:
Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (https://eldo.web.health.state.
mn.us/public/accreditedlabs/labsearch.seam)
The Minnesota Department of Health can help you understand your test results.
4. Treat your water if a test shows your water has high levels of lead after you let the
water run.
• Read about water treatment units:
Point-of-Use Water Treatment Units for Lead Reduction (https://www.health.state.
mn.us/communities/environment/water/factsheet/poulead.html)
Learn more:
• Visit Lead in Drinking Water (https://www.health.state.mn.us/communities/
environment/water/contaminants/lead.html)
• Visit Basic Information about Lead in Drinking Water (http://www.epa.gov/safewater/
lead)
• Call the EPA Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791. To learn about how
to reduce your contact with lead from sources other than your drinking water, visit
Lead Poisoning Prevention: Common Sources (https://www.health.state.mn.us/
communities/environment/lead/sources.html).

Memorial Playground to be Built
in Southwest Park
A few short weeks after joining the community, new Mahtomedi residents Craig
and Becky Markovitz suffered the tragic loss of their son Aaron. Now the
Markowitz’s are raising money to build a playground in his memory.
Aaron Zachary Markovitz was born on August 27th, 2018, 11 weeks before his due
date, at a small but mighty 2 lbs., 3 oz. Because of his early arrival, Aaron was placed
on a mechanical ventilator to assist with his breathing. While the ventilator initially
saved his life, it also caused irreparable damage to his fragile lungs. Aaron would live
in the St. Paul Children’s Hospital NICU for only 7 weeks before passing away on
October 15th, 2018 in the arms of his loving parents.
To celebrate Aaron’s short life, the Markowitz’s have started a project to build a
playground in his honor.
“We don't want Aaron’s life and legacy to be defined by his premature
arrival, time spent in the hospital, and chronic lung disease. Instead, we
want Aaron to be remembered by the joy he brought those around him.
We hope that this playground brings his community as much happiness
as he provided everyone who knew him in his brief life,” say his parents.
The Markovitz family has received support from Mahtomedi mayor Judson
Marshall, city council members, and the parks commission. Their goal is to build
a large playground in Southwest Park on Long Lake Road that can accommodate
25+ children with benches for parents and caregivers. Construction is currently
planned for early 2020.
As of March, Aaron’s Playground has raised more than $25,000, a quarter of the
way to their $100,000 goal. The Markovitz family is now asking for the support
of the Mahtomedi community.
“Aaron was a sweet child with a promising future. We moved to this community to
give him the best opportunities we could. While this is not the outcome we had
imagined, we hope that Aaron’s memorial playground will serve as a loving tribute
to his life and offer a longstanding connection to the community he never got to be
a part of,” his parents reflect.

Volunteer For Mahtomedi
Advisory Commissions
The City of Mahtomedi is accepting
applications from residents interested in
serving on its advisory commissions.
The commissions serve as advisory bodies
making recommendations within their
areas of responsibility to the City Council.
Openings exist on the Environmental,
Finance, Park and Planning Commissions.
If you are interested in serving the
community in any of these capacities,
please contact City Hall at 651-426-3344
for an application form. Applications are
also available on the City’s website at
www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us.

Mahtomedi Beach
In cooperation with the YMCA, the
City of Mahtomedi is once again
providing quality aquatic programs for
the community by providing lifeguard
services this summer at Mahtomedi
Beach. In general, lifeguards will be
present from noon to 7:00 p.m.
beginning June 15, 2019 and ending
August 25, 2019. The hours are subject
to change depending on the weather.

To learn more about the project or to contribute, please visit aaronsplayground.org.
Alternatively, a fund for Aaron’s Playground has been set up with the Greater White
Bear Lake Community Foundation.

GREAT RIVER GREENING
METRO BUCKTHORN BUST
Saturday, June 1 | 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. | Katherine Abbott Park
Celebrate National Family Recreation Day! Katherine Abbott Park is beloved for its
76 acre beauty and accessibility. A walk through these woodlands showcases what
years of prescribed fire and volunteer effort can do to fight invasive buckthorn.
However, some forest pockets are not receptive to fire and help is needed to clear
them of buckthorn and other woody invasives.
Light breakfast, snack and lunch provided. All ages welcome; children must be
supervised.
NEEDED: 100 Restoration Volunteers and 10 Volunteer Supervisors. Contact us if
YOU want to manage volunteers as a Volunteer Supervisor. Free training is provided!
Pre-registration is required, so sign up today at greatrivergreening.org/
vol-events/ or contact May Yang, Community Outreach Coordinator,
volunteer@greatrivergreening.org or 651-272-3993.
RESTORING LAND, WATER AND WONDER
Greet River Greening inspires, engages and leads local communities in conserving
and caring for the land and water that enrich our lives. Our events are fun,
educational. And rewarding. Join us to make a difference!

Chicken Keeping
In 2017, the City Council approved an
ordinance allowing residents to keep
chickens on their property. Any resident
interested is required to complete an
application form in order to obtain a
permit. The requirements include a site
plan depicting the property and showing
the location, size, and type of coop.
Applicants shall complete a chicken
keeping training course prior to issuance
of a permit. Proof of completion of the
required training course shall be provided
at the time of permit application
Chicken keeping permits shall expire
5 years after issuance. The fee for the
permit is $50.
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Smoking on Balconies
and Patios
With more people smoking outside
of their homes comes another fire
danger for both single family homes
and multi-family buildings. There
have been a number of large home
and apartment fires caused by the
improper disposal of smoking
materials. If you are smoking on
a balcony or patio dispose of your
smoking materials in an approved
ash tray. Do not extinguish the
butt into a plastic coffee can
or into a flower pot. Potting soil
in flower pots is not just dirt, but
contains filler items that can easily
be ignited by smoldering smoking
materials. The fire is not immediate,
but can occur hours later when the
burning soil ignites the plastic flower
pot and spreads across the wood deck
to the building.

FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS

Recreational Fire Safety
Every spring as the snow melts; we venture outside and thus begin our outdoor
recreational fire season. It’s a good time to reconnect with neighbors and friends,
sitting around and enjoying a nice back yard fire, roasting S’mores or hotdogs.
Along with this also comes all the yard waste which has accumulated over the
winter. Some things to remember while we burn this spring,
• Recreational fires must be at least 25 feet from all buildings or
combustible materials. Combustible materials are things such as
wood, paper, and plastics.
• Keep a water source nearby to put the fire out.
• Keep a kid-free zone of three feet around the fire.
• The only materials permitted in a recreational fire are wood from trees,
small branches, brush, or charcoal. Leaves, treated lumber materials,
construction debris, garbage, plastic materials, or waste materials are not
allowed to be burned in recreational fires.
Check burning restrictions with DNR before burning at:
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/forestry/fire/firerating_restrictions.html
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Mahtomedi: A “Small Town” City
...Close knit small town atmosphere. Residents have strong
connections with each other and take pride in the community.
By working together to maintain the small town atmosphere,
residents, business and community leaders have created a safe
environment in which to live, work and learn.
...Natural Resources. The abundance of bodies of water,
vegetation and nature areas create a natural setting for
City parks for residents to enjoy.
...Excellent Education. The educational system and educational
opportunities provided in cooperation with the Mahtomedi
School District and Community Education creates an informed
community.
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...Location. Located on the east shore of White Bear Lake, within
twenty minutes of Minneapolis and St. Paul with direct access
to Interstate 694 provide residents and businesses with a place
to call home.
...History. The history of the Chautauqua Association, Wildwood
Amusement Park, cottages, street cars and summer resorts have
contributed to the historical significance of the community.
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