Mahtomedi News
J ULY — AU GU ST 2019

www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us

MAHTOMEDI CITY HALL

MAYOR

CITY HALL 651-426-3344

600 Stillwater Road
Mahtomedi, MN 55115
8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. (M-F)

Jud Marshall

FIRE DEPARTMENT 651-426-1080

EDITORS

CITY STAFF

COUNCIL MEMBERS

Richard Brainerd, Timothy Deans,
Jeff Ledermann, Steve Wolgamot

PUBLIC WORKS 651-773-9730
WASHINGTON COUNTY SHERIFF

911

OR

651-439-9381

2019 City Projects Update
Echo Lake Area Improvements Project
Streets and Utilities
The first course of new pavement has been placed on most
streets in the project. Spot curb and gutter removal and
replacement is also nearing completion. Storm sewer and
watermain pipe installation is taking place as part of this project
as well. Project completion is anticipated around the end of
July. Please remember to not park on streets that are under
construction unless otherwise notified by project staff.
Trails
Trails within the Echo Lake neighborhood will be overlaid
with a layer of pavement and pedestrian ramps will be improved.
This work is expected to take place toward the end of the
project, sometime in late July. The City website can be a
resource for residents, community members, and visitors
throughout the duration of the project. Newsletters, staging
maps, and scheduling information can be found on the website
at: www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us

Stillwater Rd/75th St. Safety and
Management (CSAH 12 Project)
Phase I reconstruction of Stillwater Road/75th Street (also
known as County Highway 12) began in spring of 2019.
Reconstruction will include intersection and roadway
improvements between Highway 244 and Hilton Trail. While
advancing construction staging plans, the project team has
determined that Stillwater Road needs to be closed to traffic
during construction of Phase I. Road closures will occur in
segments as construction crews make improvements. Signed
detour routes will maintain access to the businesses and
residences at all times during construction.
Stillwater Road/75th Street, which serves 9,900 vehicles per
day, is an important east-west corridor for local and regional
trips. The corridor provides access and connectivity within local
communities. Adjacent land uses include Mahtomedi High

School and Middle School, Wildwood Elementary School, the
Mahtomedi Fire Station, Wildwood Library, commercial and
residential properties, and institutional land uses.
In addition to the sidewalk and pavement replacement, it has
been determined that the utilities below need to be replaced.
Including watermain and storm sewer replacement as well as
sanitary sewer repairs.
This is a very large project with an anticipated completion date
of late October 2019. During construction, Washington County
will send out updates on construction activity. The updates will
provide information on work that happened throughout the
week and an update on the schedule for the following week.
In addition, when applicable, there will be photos, maps, and
other information so that residents and business owners can stay
informed on the progress.
For more information please visit the Washington County
website at: https://www.co.washington.mn.us/2990/
Construction-Updates

Lake Links Trail Extension & Forest Avenue
Streetcar Trail Projects
This project has been awarded to the contractor with an
anticipated start date in August 2019. The reason for the late
start to this project is due to the reduced risk of spreading
Oak Wilt during tree removals that are needed.
— Continued on page 2
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Lake Links Trail
As part of the Lake Links Trail extension, this project includes the addition
of a trail in the Right of Way on the west side of Hwy. 244 from Maple Street
to Neptune Street, including a rectangular flashing beacon at the crosswalk at
Neptune Street. Also, a trail extension will be constructed from Streetcar Park
north to Briarwood Avenue including preparations for the installation of a
walking bridge that will be donated and will go across Depot Creek. Finally,
the trail on Briarwood Avenue will lead to and continue north on the old
Burlington Northern Railroad bed to the Dellwood City limits.

FARMER’S MARKET
Note Change of Day, Time,
and Location
The 10th annual Mahtomedi Area
Farmer’s Market has begun! The
market takes place every SUNDAY,
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. through
September 22, 2019 at the Mahtomedi
District Education Center located at
1520 Mahtomedi Avenue. The market
features local growers, producers and
local artisans. If you are interested in
participating in the Farmer’s Market,
email mahtomarket@gmail.com.

Mahtomedi Beach
In cooperation with the YMCA, the
City of Mahtomedi provides quality
aquatic programs for the community
by providing lifeguard services at
Mahtomedi Beach. In general, lifeguards
are present from 12:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
through August 25, 2019. The hours
are subject to change depending on
the weather.

HELP WANTED!
Volunteer for Mahtomedi
Advisory Commissions
The City of Mahtomedi is accepting
applications from residents interested in
serving on its advisory commissions.
The commissions serve as advisory
bodies making recommendations
within their areas of responsibility to
the City Council. Openings exist on
the Environmental, Finance, Park and
Planning Commissions. If you are
interested in serving the community
in any of these capacities, please contact
City Hall at 651-426-3344 for an
application form. Applications are also
available on the City’s website at
www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us.
2 Mahtomedi News
JULY — AUGUST 2019

Forest Avenue Streetcar Trail
This trail construction includes a new 8’ paved trail on the old Streetcar line
extending from Roma’s parking lot north to Fir Street. There will be a
crosswalk at Dahlia Street.
For more information visit the Lake Links Association website at
https://lakelinks.net or the City website at www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us.

Informational
City Achieves GreenStep 4 Designation
The City of Mahtomedi is now one of 21 cities statewide that has achieved
GreenStep City level 4 designation.
The GreenStep Cities program is a voluntary
recognition program focused on energy conservation
and reduction in several areas including building
and lighting, land use, transportation, wastewater, water quality and parks
and trails. The program consists of five steps and requires cities to take actions
across 29 “Best Practices” areas.
Mahtomedi joined the program in 2010 and achieved Step 1 in 2011, Step 2 in
2013, and Step 3 in 2014. Step 4 designation includes gathering and reporting
data on core metrics and optional metrics. The program is managed by the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.
The City will be presented with the GreenStep 4 award at the League of
Minnesota Cities Annual Conference held June 26-28th in Duluth.
Participation in the Green Step program is one of many ways the City is
committed to a sustainable future.

City Election — November 5, 2019
The City of Mahtomedi will hold its Municipal Election on
Tuesday, November 5th. Voters will have the opportunity to vote
for the Mayor and (2) four year City Council seats. The filing
period for the council positions opens on Tuesday, July 30th and
ends on Tuesday, August 13th. The filing affidavits are available
at Mahtomedi City Hall. The filing fee is $2.00.
The City of Mahtomedi has two polling locations. Precinct 1 is
located at the District Education Center and Precinct 2 is located
at St. Andrews Church. The polls are open 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Absentee ballots can be obtained at the Washington County
Government Center. If you have any questions please call
City Hall at 651-426-3344.

ee

Watering Restrictions

From May 1 to September 30 the use of the City water supply system for lawn and
garden sprinkling, irrigation, or other non-potable uses is prohibited between the
hours of 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. and is limited to an odd-even schedule
corresponding to the property address. During this time residents with even-numbered
addresses may water only on even-numbered days and residents with odd-numbered
addresses may water only on odd-numbered days. It should be noted that the watering
restriction does not apply to activities such as washing your vehicle on a Saturday
afternoon. Even so, if you can wash your car in the evening or morning, it will help
conserve water. It is also wise to have a spray nozzle on the hose while washing the
vehicle to minimize the water that flows into the storm sewers.

A BIG Thank You for
Extra Efforts in Recycling!

Yard Waste and Organics Sign-up
As part of the new five-year recycling contract with Waste Management, we are offering
residents the opportunity to opt-in and sign up for curbside weekly yard waste and
organics collection.
The City must have a minimum of 100 residents sign-up in order for the
collection service to begin. The cost of the weekly collection service for 2019 is
$13.75/month and will be billed on your quarterly utility bill.
The following are food and organics, and yard waste items that would be collected:

Produce
Fruits & vegetables

Bakery & Dry Goods
Pasta, beans rice,
bread & cereal

Meat
All cooked and raw meat
products including bones,
shells, fish, beef & chicken

Diary
Milk, yogurt, ice
cream & cheese

Soiled Paper Goods
Coffee grounds & filters, tea bags, soiled
paper bags, tissues, paper towels,
napkins & uncoated take-out containers

Floral
Plants & flowers

Compostable Serviceware
Wooden utensils, paper
plates & cups

If you are interested in this service, please fill out and return the form at the
City’s website www.ci.mahtomedi.mn.us.

The City would like to send a special
thank you to the Stooksbury Family
on Berwick Lane and the Pfiffner
Family on Griffin Avenue for their
extra efforts in recycling. Keep up the
good work!! For their extra effort, these
families may stop in at City Hall and
pick up a FREE Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
water bottle. Each quarter we will pick
two families to acknowledge.

RECYCLING PICKUP
Recycling is picked up every other
Thursday. On your scheduled pickup
day, you should place your recycling
container behind the curb or street
edge after 5:00 p.m. the night before
collection but no later than 7:00 a.m.
on your collection day. When a holiday
falls on or before the scheduled collection
day, the collection will be one working
day later.
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Xcel Energy Saving Tip —
Using Lights
High-efficiency, LED light bulbs can
save you money over the life of a
product. Switch to LEDs, especially
ENERGY STAR®-qualified products,
which typically use 70% to 90% less
energy and last at least 15 times longer
than the traditional bulbs they replace.
Consider taking a quick tour of your
home and think about which lights
you use most often, and replace those
with LEDs first to help save more on
bills. Pick the right bulb for you. LEDs
use less energy. Choose a wattage that’s
about 1/4 of what you usually buy for
an incandescent bulb. Always turn off
lights when you leave the room, even
if you’ll only be gone for a moment.
Use outdoor motion detection
lighting, so you only use energy when
you need it. Always unplug cords from
outlets when not in use and use power
strips to easily turn power on and off.

Check Your Tire Pressure,
Reduce Pollution
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
About 40% of the 5 million cars on Minnesota roads don’t have properly inflated
tires. Those cars are spewing out up to 306,000 extra tons of carbon dioxide per year
because their tires are under-inflated. These emissions directly contribute to increased
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. Reduce pollution by keeping your tires at the
proper pressure.
Want to save 10 cents per gallon?
Keep tires properly inflated. Maintaining proper tire pressure is like saving 10 cents
per gallon! Tire health not only saves you up to 3% on fuel but also reduces your
car’s tailpipe emissions. Proper pressure will also help your tires last longer and wear
evenly — saving you money on tires, too.
Check the “Tire and Loading Information” label on the driver’s side door edge
or in your owner’s manual.

Nontoxic Fishing Tackle:
Let’s Get the Lead Out
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
Safer fishing tackle can help —
Anglers can help prevent lead
poisoning. Inexpensive and
ecologically sound alternatives to
lead fishing weights are available.
Anglers can use sinkers and jigs
made from non-poisonous materials
such as tin, bismuth, steel, and
tungsten-nickel alloy.
A great way to help is teaching
good stewardship to young anglers.
Outfit kids’ tackle boxes with nonlead weights. They are nontoxic and
safer for youngsters to handle. Plus,
inexperienced anglers tend to lose
the most sinkers, so you’ll be cutting
down on the amount of lead getting
left behind in Minnesota lakes
and rivers.

TIPS FOR TIRE INFLATION:
• B
 e sure to measure the inflation pressure of your tires, including your spare, at least
once a month. While doing so, take a moment to ensure that the tire is securely
fastened to the vehicle.
• F
 ind the vehicle manufacturer’s recommended pressures for front, rear and spare tires.
Recommended pressures are printed on the vehicle’s tire information label, which is
usually attached to the edge of the driver’s door, the door post, the glove box or the
fuel door, or check your owner’s manual.
• D
 on’t use the pressure indicated on the tire. It’s the maximum pressure, not
necessarily the recommended one.
• U
 se a good-quality gauge to measure the pressure of each tire. The pocket gauges
sold by automotive supply stores are generally more accurate than those on gas station
air pumps.
• M
 easure the pressure when your tires are cold, and don’t forget the spare. Tires will be
cold if the vehicle has been stationary for at least three hours or has not been driven
more than 1 mile.
• R
 emember that tires lose pressure when the air temperature gets colder (about 7 kPa
or 1 psi for every 5°C drop in temperature). Tires may also lose a certain amount of
pressure due to their permeability (about 14 kPa or 2 psi per month).
• O
 ver inflation can be a problem too. An overinflated tire rides on just the center
portion of the tread. The smaller contact area means reduced grip on the road, leading
to a harsh ride, handling issues (steering and stopping problems) and increased wear
on tires and suspension components.
• R
 otate your tires according to the vehicle manufacturer’s recommendation, found in
the owner’s manual. Or talk to your tire professional. Common practice is to rotate
tires once or twice a year.

FINANCE DEPARTMENT

2020 Budget Calendar

PUBLIC WORKS

The following is the meeting calendar for the 2020 budget:
June 4, 2019

City Council Approval of Budget Instructions

June 14, 2019

Forms Distributed to All Department Heads

June 14, 2019 –
July 5, 2019

Department Heads Prepare Budgets and Background
Material

July 9, 2019

Department Heads Submit Budget Requests to City
Administrator and Finance Director

July 10, 2019 –
July 16, 2019

City Administrator and Finance Director review Department
Budgets and Confer with Departments

Storm Sewers Are Not For
Grass Clippings!

July 16, 2019

City Council Sets Public Hearing Date for Levy Certification
on September 3, 2019

July 17, 2019 –
August 1, 2019

City Administrator Budget is drafted for Presentation to the
Finance Commission and City Council

August 6, 2019

Joint Finance Commission and City Council Meeting for
Department Head Review

August 9, 2019

Finance Director completes Preliminary Revenue Estimates

August 9, 2019

Washington County distributes property tax revenue
estimates and notifies City of dates available that have not
been chosen by the County and School Districts for Budget
Hearings

August 20, 2019

Joint Finance Commission and City Council Meeting
to Review General Fund, Special Revenue, Building &
Equipment Replacement and Utility Funds & Preliminary
Capital Improvement Plan

Please mow your lawn AWAY from the
street so your grass clippings do not end
up in the City’s storm sewers. The storm
sewers are not designed to handle leaves
and grass clippings from residences.
This extra material may cause back-ups
which could result in flooding. Save the
City and yourself problems and money
by being responsible and mowing your
lawn AWAY from the street. Let’s set
a good example to show our children
that protecting the environment is
important.

September 17, 2019 	City Council approves Preliminary General Fund Budget,
Proposed Levy for Certification to Washington County and
dates of Budget Hearings
October 15, 2019

Joint Finance Commission and City Council Meeting to
Review Capital Improvement Plan and Fee Schedule

November 4, 2019

Capital Improvement Plan Public Hearing

Mid-November 2019 Truth in Taxation Notices and Public Hearings Schedule
distributed by County
December 3, 2019

Public Hearing for Budget and Levy Consideration at
City Council Meeting

Mid-December 2019 Continuation Hearing, Approval of Budget and Certification
of Property Tax Levy for submission to County
Late December 2019 Finance Director Submits final levy to County and prepares
Final Budget Document

2019 Arbor Day
Mahtomedi Parks Commission members
planted a white pine in Wedgewood Park
for their 2019 Arbor Day/Tree City USA
celebration May 15. Members are (from
left) Mahtomedi Public Works Director
Bob Goebel, Commissioner Ross Metz,
Chair Jeff Charlesworth, Commissioner
Charlie Lindberg and Commissioner
Stacey Fischer.

Report Messy
Construction Sites
As warmer weather continues,
you might notice an increase in
construction-related activity across the
City. If you drive around town and find
that a construction site appears dirty
and cluttered, you can help the City by
reporting your concerns.
Permitted construction projects are
required to use practices to keep
sediment and debris contained within
the project area. In addition, project sites
require planning and organization to
keep work areas safe and neat. The City
routinely inspects active construction
sites. Whenever conditions are observed
that require corrective action, notices
are sent to property owners or project
owners outlining the necessary remedy,
and allowing a certain amount of time
for the project to comply.
If you have a concern about a project,
or feel a code violation exists, you may
report your concern to the City’s Public
Works department at 651-773-9730.
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FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS

FORESTRY

Bicycling Around
Accident Scenes

Protect Your Ash Trees from
Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)

Recently we have had several responses
for assistance around our town where
people riding their bikes have ridden
through the accident scene, often times
ignoring the police or firefighters request
to stop and turn around. These scenes
can be extremely dangerous and there is
not a good reason for a person walking,
running or biking to be anywhere
around these scenes. As a good rule, if
you see flashing emergency lights of any
kind, detour yourself around the area as
to not come anywhere close to the scene
(100 feet is too close). Minnesota statute
169.222 states, a bicyclist has the same
rights and duties as the driver of
any other vehicle. Remember that if
a road is closed, that road is also closed
for you. Please be considerate to those
working at accident scenes. These scenes
are constantly changing and they are just
trying to protect you as well as those at
the scene.

Now Hiring!
Are you looking for a side job that
benefits your local community with
flexible hours? Well if you live within
seven minutes of the Mahtomedi fire
station, the fire department is now
accepting applications for paid
on-call firefighter/EMT positions.
No experience is necessary, we send
you to specialized training programs.
If you are curious about learning
more, please contact Fire Chief
Terry Fischer at 651-747-3751.

First detected in Michigan in 2002, it is believed that the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB)
made its way into the US in wood packing materials that originated in Asia. Since
its arrival, this invasive beetle has killed tens of millions of trees in the US and
Canada. Locally, EAB has been in the Twin Cities metro area for more than ten
years and is confirmed by MDA on several sites in the immediate area of
Mahtomedi.
Although emerald ash borers are initially difficult to detect, infested trees die within
2-4 years. We know from observing EAB advance through other areas that unless
ash trees are treated preventatively or through early intervention, they will surely
be killed as the pest takes hold in the area. Except for those deep in the woods, all
ash trees will need to be treated or taken down. Sooner is better either way; more
effective treatments or safer, less costly removals.
For many years, the City of Mahtomedi has turned to SavATree for professional
tree care. We are proud to partner with SavATree and recommend them for ash
tree evaluation and treatment. As our preferred contractor, SavATree will provide
exclusive pricing for the City and its residents.
Not sure if you have ash trees on your property? Contact SavATree and an ISA
Certified Arborist will come to your property to meet with you, assess your trees
and make recommendations. Visit www.savatree.com or call 651-964-4001 for
more information or to make an appointment for a complimentary assessment.
Signs of Infestation
• T
 iny D-shaped holes in the bark — from adults
emerging in the spring
• Tree canopy dieback — EAB usually attacks the tops
of trees first and proceeds downward
• Excessive sprouting from base of tree — a sign of stress
• Vertical bark splitting — a result of larval feeding
galleries
• Increased woodpecker activity — from feeding on
beetle larvae
• Larval tunneling – serpentine tunnels beneath the
bark compromise the tree’s ability to move fluids
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Mahtomedi: A “Small Town” City
...Close knit small town atmosphere. Residents have strong
connections with each other and take pride in the community.
By working together to maintain the small town atmosphere,
residents, business and community leaders have created a safe
environment in which to live, work and learn.
...Natural Resources. The abundance of bodies of water,
vegetation and nature areas create a natural setting for
City parks for residents to enjoy.
...Excellent Education. The educational system and educational
opportunities provided in cooperation with the Mahtomedi
School District and Community Education creates an informed
community.
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...Location. Located on the east shore of White Bear Lake, within
twenty minutes of Minneapolis and St. Paul with direct access
to Interstate 694 provide residents and businesses with a place
to call home.
...History. The history of the Chautauqua Association, Wildwood
Amusement Park, cottages, street cars and summer resorts have
contributed to the historical significance of the community.
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